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- Executive Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture  the Agency is contact 
point for the implementation of the IUU Regulation. Its main activities 
are fisheries control, granting fisheries permissions, verification and 
validation of catch certificates, designating of landing ports and 
transhipments of third countries fishing vessels. 

- Customs Agency, which is competent authority for customs control, 
authorization, suspension and denial of importation or exportation. 

- 
carries out state veterinary control of imported/exported animal 
products. 

- 
performs control in the territorial waters and EEZ; 

- Maritime administration Agency and Bulgarian Ports Infrastructure 
Company  these authorities are responsible for port access and granting 
of port services. 

- The cooperation between different institutions is based on a 
memorandum of agreement, the scope of which is to cooperate in the 
process of import, export and re-export of fishery products, carry out 
joint inspections and controls and exchange of information. In order to 
make communication more operational, the Heads of the Institutions 
designate a contact points according to their competencies. 

 

 

 

 

2.2. How many officials are involved in the implementation of the catch certification scheme? 

Please specify the number of officials expressed in Full Time Equivalent (FTE):  

for checks and verifications in accordance with Articles 16 and 17: 

By order of the Executive Director of AFA, a total of 4 officials are dealing with the
implementation of the catch certification scheme - 2 - in Burgas, 1 - in Varna and 1 - in 
Sofia. 

 
 for validation of catch certificates and re-export certificates in accordance with Articles 15.2 

and 21.3. 

      By order of the Executive Director of AFA are involved 2 officials in Burgas. 
 

 

 

2.3. Does your country have freezones/freeports3 in which activities relevant to 
importation/exportation/processing of fishery products are authorised?  

                                                           
3 https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/business/customs-procedures/what-is-importation/free-zones_en 
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Inspections of third country vessels in Member States ports (2020)

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2020) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)8 

Ex. 
NO 

FS1 FS2 FS3 FSx Total 

L
an

di
n

gs
 

Non-EU 
vessels 
using 
MS 

designat
ed ports 

Number of landings 100 0 0 0 0 0 
Number of 
inspections 

10 0 0 0 0 0 

% of inspections / 
landings 

10% 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of 
infringements 

3 0 0 0 0 0 

T
ra

n
sh

ip
m

en
ts

 

Non-EU 
vessels 
using 
MS 

designat
ed ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

2 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of 
inspections 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of 
infringements 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

                                                           
8 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Please fill-in the table below (2021): 

Inspections of third country vessels in Member States ports (2021) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2021) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)9 

Ex. 
NO 

FS1 FS2 FS3 FSx Total 

L
an

di
n

gs
 Non-EU 

vessels 
using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
landings 

100 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of 
inspections 

10 0 0 0 0 0 

% of inspections / 
landings 

10% 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of 
infringements 

3 0 0 0 0 0 

T
ra

n
sh

ip
m

en
ts

 

Non-EU 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

2 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of 
inspections 

2 0 0 0 0 0 

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

100% 0 0 0 0 0 

Number of 
infringements 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

 
3.4. From the figures above, in the cases where your country detected infringements concerning third 

country vessels, please specify for each infringement the flag, the type of 
infringement and the measures taken / sanction imposed (Article 11 of the IUU Regulation). 

Please fill-in the table below (2020): 

Flag of the 
third country 

vessel10 

Name of the third 
country fishing vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1 ________ ________ ________ 

FS2 _______ _______ _______ 

 _______ _______ _______ 

FSx _______ _______ _______ 

 
Please fill-in the table below (2021): 
 

Flag of the 
third country 

vessel11 

Name of the third 
country fishing vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1 ________ ________ ________ 

                                                           
9 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
10 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
11 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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FS2 ________ ________ ________

 _______ _______ _______ 

FSx _______ _______ _______ 

 

3.5. Please provide: 
- the quantities of fish landed fishing vessels in your designated ports in 

2020 and 2021, respectively (by species and flag of the vessels); 
- the quantities of fish transhipped fishing donor vessels (to third 

countries or EU fishing receiving vessels) in your designated ports in 2020 and 2021,
respectively (by species and flag of the vessels):  
 
Not applicable - we do not have quantities of fish landed or transhipped 

Please fill-in the table below (landings): 
 

Landings in 2020 Landings in 2021 

Flag of the third 
country vessel12 

Landed quantities by 
species 

Flag of the third 
country vessel13 

Landed quantities by 
species 

FS1 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS1 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

    

FSx  FSx  

 

Please fill-in the table below (transhipments): 
 

Transhipments in 2020 Transhipments in 2021 

Flag of the third 
country vessel14 

Transhipped 
quantities by species 

Flag of the third 
country vessel15 

Transhipped 
quantities by species

FS1 Species 1: FS1 Species 1: 

                                                           
12 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
13 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
14 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
15 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Species 2:

Species x: 

Species 2:

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

    

FSx  FSx  

 

3.6. Has your country recorded any case of non-compliance by third country fishing vessels with the 
provisions of Articles 6 (prior notice) and 7 (authorisation) of the IUU Regulation? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, please detail the nature of the infringement and the measures taken / sanctions applied: 

In 2020: . 

In 2021:  

3.7. Since January 2020, has your country denied access to its ports to a fishing vessel for port 
services, landing or transhipment of fishery products based on the conditions of the IUU 
Regulation?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, please describe the case for each vessel concerned (please include the flag of the vessel and 
its name) and detail the reasons for the denial: 

In 2020: . 

In 2021:  

3.8. Do you have cases of third country fishing vessels landing in your ports with the landed products 
destined to another Member State? [Article 19.3 of the IUU Regulation] 

 Yes    No 

If yes, please indicate the number of landings meant for transit:  

In 2020: . 

In 2021:  

3.9. In order to identify the vessels to be subject to port inspection, do you use risk assessment criteria
[cf. benchmarks for port inspections, Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No1010/2009]? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of landings/transhipments from third countries) 
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If yes, please detail, in order to reach the objective of 5% of landing and transhipment operations 
as set in Article 9.1 of the IUU Regulation, which benchmarks you use and rank them:
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Flag State (non-EU)18 2020 2021

TH ar.14(2) 3 - 

TR 11 16 

UK - 3 

US 12 19 

VN 1 3 

VN ar.14(2) 4 - 

 
  

   

Total 399 420 

 
In red color: INDIRECT IMPORT art.14(1) and PROCESSING STATEMENTS
art.14(2) 
 
 
4.2. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates (Annex V to Commission 

Regulation 1010/2009) accompanied consignments destined to your country? Please detail per 
RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2020 2021 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

- - 

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

- - 

CCSBT CDS - - 

Total - - 

 
4.3. How many catch certificates from EU Member States (including from your country) were 

presented to the authorities of your country from 1 January 2020 until 31 December 2021? 
 

Flag State (EU) 2020 2021 

BG 
- 17 

Total - 17 

 

4.4. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates from EU Member States 
accompanied imports into your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2020 2021 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

- - 

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

- - 

CCSBT CDS - - 
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RFMO document 2020 2021

Total - - 

 
4.5. How many processing statements (Article 14.2) were submitted to the authorities of your country 

from 1 January 2020 until 31 December 2021? Please provide details per year and per processing 
country. 
 

Processing non-EU 
State19 

2020 2021 

BY 11 19 

CN 11 4 

ID 7 9 

NO 13 11 

PH 3 - 

TH 3 - 

VN 4 3 

EC - 2 

MA - 1 

Total 52 49 

 
4.6. Please indicate if you retain and record the information contained in processing statements

referring to the corresponding catch certificates (quantity management): 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of processing statements received from non-EU countries in 
2020-2021) 

4.7. Has your country received requests to authorise APEOs20 in 2020-2021? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many requests has your country received and how many APEOs have been 
authorised? 

........................................... 

4.8. Has your country adopted administrative rules referring to the management and control of APEOs
in 2020-2021? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. absence of APEO request) 

If yes, please detail: 

                                                           
19 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
20 Approved Economic Operators  IUU Regulation, Article 16 and Implementing Regulation (EC) 1010/2009, 
Chapter II 
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4.9. Has your country validated re-export certificates for products imported from 1 January 2020 until 
31 December 2021?

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many re-export certificates? Please detail per year and, if possible, per destination 
country: 

Destination 
country (non-

EU)21 

2020 2021 

Third Country 1 - - 

Third Country 2 - - 

 - - 

Third Country x - - 

Total - - 

 
4.10. Does your country monitor if the catches for which your country has validated a re-export 

certificate actually leave the EU? 
 

  Yes    No 

  Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of re-export certificates in 2020-2021) 

If yes, please detail: 

 

4.11. Has your country established any IT tools to monitor the catch certificates and processing 
statements accompanying imports?  

  Yes    No 

We have established a register for catch certificates and processing statements, which allow 
online monitoring at the three designated points  Bugras, Varna and Sofia.   

If yes, does it include a module for re-exportation of imported catches? 

  Yes    No 

4.12. Does your country implement the provisions regarding transit under Article 19.2 at the point of 
entry or the place of destination? 

  At the point of entry   At the place of destination    Not implemented 

The procedures for verification of catch certificates for fishery products which are placed 
under the transit regime are performed at the point of final destination. 

                                                           
21 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Total

 
What do you check in catch certificates in accordance with Article 16.1? Please describe: 
......................................... 

6.3. Has your country established a procedure for verification of catch certificates for importation in 
accordance with Article 17.2? 
 
  Yes    No 
 
If yes, please detail:  

6.4. Do you verify all catch certificates linked to consignments of fishery products intended for 
importation into the EU or do you verify only part of the catch certificates by applying (or not) 
risk management?  
 

 All       Only part by applying risk management 
 Only part without applying risk management  No verifications 

 
6.5. If you apply risk management to verifications (Article 17.3), do you use Union (Article 31 of 

Commission Regulation (EC) 1010/2009) or national criteria for identification of risks on which 
verifications shall focus? 

  Union criteria    National criteria 

If you apply Union criteria, please detail the methodology used (and which criteria are used 
always/regularly, often, occasionally, never): ................................... 

 

If you apply national criteria, please detail them and the methodology used: ................................. 

 

6.6. Please provide information on the risks identified in 2020 and 2021 respectively (Article 32 of 
Commission Regulation (EC) 1010/2009) on the basis of the criteria used. Please also provide 
information on whether all consignments identified as risky have been covered by verifications. If 
this is not the case, please specify the percentage of consignments identified as risky that have 
been covered by verifications and the reasons of such situation. 

 

6.7. How many catch certificates have been verified by your administration from 1 January 2020 until 
31 December 2021? Please specify, separately for each year: 

Flag State (EU or 
non-EU)26 

2020 2021 

Overall number 
of catch 

certificates 
received 

Number of 
catch 

certificates 
verified  

Overall number 
of catch 

certificates 
received 

Number of 
catch 

certificates 
verified  

                                                           
26 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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7.5. Have you been using IT systems developed by third countries allowing for a full or partial
verification of catch certificates and how many verifications were made through these systems 
(approximately)?  

Yes.  

2020 - 172 

2021 - 224 

https://eu-cert.nanoq.gl/check 

https://fcs-scp.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fcsweb/ViewCertificate-en.aspx 

      http://www.fiskistofa.is/english 

http://www.catchcertificate.no/ 

https://servicios.aduana.gob.ec/servicios/ui/vue.xhtml 

https://zwfw.moa.gov.cn/approval-system-web/onlineAuthen.html 

https://hbs.tarbil.gov.tr/Subis/SearchCC?docNumber 

https://sicer.conapesca.gob.mx/loginUsr.php 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/directory/publication/establishment/index#!/search?sort=cou
ntry.translation 

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/bbed62fb-76f4-4d8f-bd4c-84c0b63e063d/library/8ed728cd-
3778-4fe0-aefc-13a4d70cf33e/details 

https://www.iuu-vessels.org/Home/Search 
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10.2. Since the last reporting exercise covering the period 2018-2019, has your country sent any 
mutual assistance message to the Commission/other Member States? 

Please provide separate data for 2020 and 2021 (if any) 

2020  

1 SPAIN  for assistance to provide email address of Ecuadorian Authorized Authorities.

2  to colleagues from Member States for contacts with Korean authorities.  

2021  
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Flag State of 
the vessel or 
nationality of 
the operator 
(EU and non-
EU)37 

Serious infringements detected in 
2020: 

Serious infringements detected in 
2021: 

Number Nature Sanctions 
applied 

Number Nature Sanctions applied 

fish in 
contravention 
of the 
legislation in 
force 

Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 
Act /FAA/  

2730 lv.-
Point 46 
Annex 1, 
Ordinance on 
the amount of 
compensation 
for damages 
to fishing 
resources 
(OCDFR) 

In connection 
with 
Ordinance 
No 3 from 
19.02.2013 
for applying 
a point 
system for 
serious 
infringements 
as laid down 
in Council 
Regulation 
1005/2008 
(Ordinance 
No 3), 5 
points are 
assigned to 
the holder of 
the fishing 
licence, and 5 
points are 
assigned to 
the master of 
the vessel. 

BG  1 Not fulfilled 
its 
obligations to 
record and 
report catch 
or catch-
related data 

200 lv. - 
Article 90, 
paragraph 1 
and 7 from 
FAA 

200 lv. - 
Article 90, 
paragraph 7 
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The most common administrative sanctions envisaged in the Bulgarian law (FAA) are 
monetary penalties. The national provisions specify the type of the sanction fine, where 
the perpetrator is a natural person and proprietary sanction, for legal persons - and its 
minimum and maximum amount. 

The sanctions do not vary depending on the status of the perpetrator  if he is a license 
holder or master, but rather if it is a legal person (most of the cases of licence holders) or 
natural person (the master of the vessel) . This approach allows the administrative 
sanctions envisaged under the national legislation to be individually determined between 
the minimum and maximum thresholds on the basis of the gravity of the infringement and 
the mitigation and aggravating circumstances. The amounts envisaged for legal persons are 
higher compared to the natural persons. 

Also, the fish and the other aquatic organisms, as well as the devices, the means and the 
appliances, with which they have been caught, are confiscated in favour of the state. 

Since 2013, with the adoption of the Ordinance No 3 from 19.02.2013 for applying a point 
system for serious infringements as laid down in Council Regulation 1005/2008 (Ordinance 
No 3) a point system applies in Bulgaria in regards to serious infringements. While, the 

provides that  serious infringements are the infringements within the meaning of Article 42 
(1) (a) of Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008.  The Ordinance No 3 opted for the "objective" 
qualification of all the relevant infringement types referred to in the Control and IUU 
Regulation as serious.  

Points can be assigned to the holder of the fishing permit as well as the master of the vessel. 
The numbers of the points to be assigned in case of infringements depend on the nature of 
the infringement and are specified in an Annex to the Ordinance No 3. 

Bulgaria does not have a system whereby the sanctions take into account the value of the 
fishery products obtained by committing the serious infringement. In practice, in 
determination of the administrative sanction in accordance with the provisions of FAA,
Ordinance on the amount of compensation for damages to fish resources and Ordinance No 
3, the monetary sanction sometimes is even higher than the eight times the value of the 
fishery products obtained by committing the serious infringement. Under the national law 
the perpetrator has to pay compensation, where the damage to the fishing resources was 
established. The compensation is calculated according to the Annex to Ordinance on the 
amount of compensation for damages to fishing resources (OCDFR) where amounts due 
for kilogram or quantity of the given species of fish are determined. It applies to most of 
the serious infringements. 

 

Have you used criminal sanctions? If yes, please specify if in addition to or in replacement of 
administrative sanctions:  

For the period 1 January 2020 until 31 December 2021 no criminal sanctions have been 
imposed for serious infringements. 

Has your country issued sighting reports from 1 January 2020 until 31 December 2021? 

 Yes    No 

If yes, how many sighting reports were issued by your country from 1 January 2020 until 31 
December 2021? 
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