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Under the Article 2 point 12 and 13 of the Marine Fisheries Act, both the Council Regulation (EC) No 
1005/2008 of 29 September 2008 establishing a Community system to prevent, deter and eliminate 
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, amending Regulations (EEC) No 2847/93, (EC) No 
1936/2001 and (EC) No 601/2004 and repealing Regulations (EC) No 1093/94 and (EC) No 1447/1999 
(IUU Regulation) and Commission Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009 of 22 October 2009 laying down 
detailed rules for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 establishing a 
Community system to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing are fully 
transposed in the Croatian law by the Marine Fisheries Act and are applied directly. 

Based on the Marine Fisheries Act, a wide range of implementing regulations has been adopted, which 
further regulate specific issues. In the sector of marine fisheries, the most important implementing 
regulations are governing technical measures, measures directed towards the management and 
protection of resources through minimum catch and landing sizes as well as a designation of specially 
protected areas or fisheries protected areas, determination of technical characteristics of fishing gears, 
fleet measures, manner of keeping and submission of fisheries-related data and manner of issuance of 
fishing licenses, monitoring control and surveillance at sea and in ports inspections. 

- the Ordinance on commercial fishing with bottom trawl (OG 102/2017, 74/2018 and 
20/2019), 

- the Ordinance on temporal and spatial limitations for commercial fishing with bottom trawl 
(OG 105/2023); adopted on an annual basis.   
https://narodnenovine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023_09_105_1508.html 

- the Ordinance on issuing the authorization for commercial fishing with bottom trawl (OG 
69/2022).  https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 06 69 1028.html 

 

Provisions concerned regarding FRAs since the last reporting period: 

Ordinance on the special fishing management regime in the part of the island Jabuka pit sea waters (OG 
106/2019; 141/2020, 142/2021, 53/2022) 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 05 53 691.html 

and the Regulation on fishing vessels authorized to operate in Jabuka pit for period 2022-2026 (OG 
147/2021, 56/2022, 22/2023, 124/2023) 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 05 56 792.html 
 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 02 22 379.html 
 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 10 124 1721.html 

 

The management plans for certain fisheries adopted contain provisions on future developments in 
capacity and effort management for these gears, including temporal and spatial closures and 
authorization of fishing license holders.  
Specific provisions are as follows.  

OG 
69/2022)  
https://narodne novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 06 69 1028.html 

 

123/2022, 13/2023) 
https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 02 23 291.html 

https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 10 123 1882.html 

https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 02 13 254.html 
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Exploitation of red coral in Croatia is regulated according to Recommendation GFCM/43/2019/4 and 
Council Regulation (EU) 2021/90 which set the maximum number of fishing authorisations (28) and 
annual harvest limits for red coral (1,226 tons). National legislation further limits number of fishing 
authorizations to 10 fishing vessels and reduces the national catch limit to 850 kg in 2021 and 425 kg 
for 2022. Catch limits are determined per authorized vessel. 

(Decision on authorization of vessels for harvesting red coral valid until 31 December 2023; OG 
100/2022, 115/2022, 49/2023, 107/2023) 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 08 100 1468.html 
 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 10 115 1768.html 
 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 05 49 828.html 
 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 09 107 1543.html 

 

The ordinance on commercial fishing at sea by diving (OG 30/2021, 72/2021, 53/2022, 99/2022) defined 
closures for red coral, in accordance with available biological information and ongoing national study 
on biology and distribution of red coral, and introduced conditions for harvesting (areas, depth, gears 
etc.). Several mechanisms are prescribed to facilitate monitoring and inspection, including electronic 
real time catch reporting, prior notification on arrival to port, limited number of landing places (11 
fishing ports). 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 05 53 692.html 
 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 08 99 1456.html 

 
 

The measures related to the BFT and SWO fleet are stemming from the relevant recommendations of 
the ICCAT. This means that BFT and SWO fleets are under a strict capacity regime, which guarantees 
that the capacity is in line with the availability of the resources. 

Provision managing these specific issues that have been adopted, and amended since the last reporting 
period are as follows: 

Ordinance on fishing for bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus) with fishing gear and conditions and criteria 
for exercising the right to the allocation of an individual fishing quota (OG 20/2019, 77/2019; 147/2020, 
116/2021, 53/2022, 143/2023) 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 05 53 693.html 
 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 12 143 1958.html 

Decision on registration of fishing vessels (HL segment) in the ICCAT Register (ICCAT Record of  
BFT Catching Vessels) in 2023., OG 17/2023 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 02 17 298.html 
 

Decision on registration of fishing vessels (PS segment) in the ICCAT Register (ICCAT Record of BFT 
Catching Vessels) in 2023., OG 51/2023 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 05 51 851.html 

 

Ordinance on bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus) fishing with PS and the conditions and criteria for 
exercising the right to the allocation of an individual purse seine quota, OG 63/2022; 38/2023 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 06 63 916.html 
 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 04 38 658.html 
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Ordinance on traceability for bluefin tuna and bluefin tuna, OG  82/2019; 64/2020, 104/2021, 57/2022, 
140/2023 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 05 57 821.html 
https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 11 140 1909.html 

 

Ordinance on fishing opportunities and fishing for SWO (Xiphias gladius); OG 39/2018, 35/2019, 
37/2020, 30/2021, 57/2021, 46/2022 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 04 46 585.html 

Ordinance on fishing opportunities and fishing for SWO (Xiphias gladius) OG 36/2023 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 03 36 615.html 
 

Decision on the authorization of vessels for SWO fishing in 2022, OG 53/2022, 61/2022, 81/2022, 
107/2022 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 05 53 695.html 
 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 06 61 880.html 
 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 07 81 1185.html 
 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2022 09 107 1574.html 

Decision on the authorization of vessels for SWO fishing in 2023, OG 39/2023, 109/2023 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 04 39 680.html 

              https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 09 109 1569.html 
 
At the end of 2023, Croatia started bilateral arrangements with Japan concerning the established 
Japanese CDS. In this regard, the competent authority of the Republic of Croatia published the 
Ordinance prescribing a CC exclusively used for possible exports of fishery products to Japan. 

Below please find the link to the provision concerned: 

 The Ordinance on the content and form of the sales notes and the content of the register of first buyers, 
OG 113/2019, 45/2020; 66/2020, 148/2023 
 

 https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 12 148 2099.html 

 
Capacity, effort and landing data is collected for the entire fleet according to the Control Regulation and 
national legislation.  
Ordinance on the form, content, and manner of keeping and submitting data on catches in commercial 
fishing at sea, OG 114/2023) 

https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2023 10 114 1638.html 
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inspection, surveillance, and control of fisheries. Considering possible challenges to facilitate the on-
the-spot control and increase coverage of the inspection activities Croatia has adopted an electronic 
system for detection of the discrepancies between data and potential irregularities (VALID), as well as 
an application for identified risks. The data introduced in these two applications are cross-checked, 
and access is available to all officials involved in control procedures, in this way, horizontal and 
vertical cooperation among persons conducting observation and inspection is comprehensive 
regardless of the competent authority in which they are employed. 

On-the-spot inspections are planned and implemented based on risk analysis and the potential number 
of infringements concerning landed quantities and/or the number of vessel operations in a certain port. 
However, given the length of the coast and the multitude of different types of activities in the field of 
fisheries, other state administration bodies are authorized to perform these tasks as well. These include 
the Port Authority inspectors of the Ministry of the Sea, Transport, and Infrastructure and the authorized 
persons of the Maritime Police of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Furthermore, inspection in fisheries 
may be performed by authorized persons of the Coast Guard of the Republic of Croatia, as well as the 
State Inspectorate (in the area of trade and markets of fisheries products). All these state administration 
bodies cooperate through the Governmental Cooperation for surveillance and control at sea, as well as 
through other available instruments (ordinances on cooperation, memorandums of understanding, 
strategic documents, action plans, etc.). Furthermore, different Ordinances on the internal organization 
of the competent authorities prescribe at large the jurisdiction of each state body. Under these 
Ordinances, Instructions for actions for each state body are issued. There are points of contact in the 
jurisdiction that are sought to be done through coordinated controls and joint action of various competent 
authorities, and the interaction between them is very effective. Finally, an internet application (e-
inspection) has been developed as the official application for all officials that preform inspections, and 
it already shows a great improvement in cooperation and coordination 

 

Pursuant to Article 65 of the Marine Fisheries Act in the implementation of inspection supervision, the 
inspector and authorized persons are authorized to photograph or record persons, inspect, photograph, 
or record tools, vessels, facilities, business premises and other premises and premises, ports, products, 
devices, vessel equipment, means of work, vehicles, business books, registers, documents, contracts, 
documents and other business documentation that provides insight into the operations of legal and 
natural persons regarding the application of this Act and regulations adopted on the basis thereof. 
The inspector and authorized persons are authorized in the supervision procedure to request and 
inspect documents based on which the identity of the person can be established (identity card, 
passport, etc.), and the person subject to supervision and the person found at the place of supervision 
are obliged to give him such a document for inspection. 
Under Article 67 of the Marine Fisheries Act inspectors and authorized persons shall perform 
inspections without prior notice. Exceptionally, the inspector may inform the supervised entity about 
the beginning of the inspection if he considers that this will not reduce the effectiveness of the 
inspection. 
Finally, and according to article 69 of the Marine Fisheries Act, in case they find that this Act or 
another regulation adopted based on it has been violated, the inspectors are authorized to: 

1. order the elimination of the identified deficiencies by a decision and set an appropriate deadline 
for their elimination 

2. prohibit the placing on the market or order the withdrawal from the market of fish and other 
marine organisms 

3. order a precautionary measure of temporary suspension of activities following a special 
regulation governing misdemeanors 

4. determine whether a natural or legal person partially or completely meets the conditions 
prescribed by this Act or regulations adopted on the basis thereof 
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5. file a criminal complaint or indictment with the competent authority 

6. issue misdemeanor warrants or mandatory misdemeanor warrant 

7. collect a fine at the place where the offense was committed. 

Under Article 70 of the Marine Fisheries Act: The inspector and authorized persons may temporarily 
confiscate fishery products, fishing tools and equipment, and other items for which an offense has 
been committed following the provisions governing the confiscation procedure. 

The inspector and authorized persons may put a seal on the catch, vessel, tools, equipment, facility, 
and means of transport and/or container. 

All competent State Administration Bodies can issue misdemeanor warrant and start the procedure 
against the perpetrator.  

 

2.2. How many officials are involved in the implementation of the catch certification scheme? 

Please specify the number of officials expressed in Full Time Equivalent (FTE); please specify which 
authority they belong to:  

 for checks and verifications in accordance with Articles 16 and 17 of the IUU Regulation; 
 for validation of catch certificates for exports and of re-export certificates in accordance with 

Articles 15(2) and 21(3) of the IUU Regulation. 

 

For the checks and verifications of the catch certificates and Annex IV are responsible 14 officials. 
Among them there are six Single Liaison Officers on the central level (5 SLO in MA-DoF and 1 SLO 
in MFCA).  

In the Ministry of Finance Customs Administration there are 8 customs officers in 4 the Regional 
Customs Office (RCO) those who are competent for the checks and verifications of the catch 
certificates and Annex IV regarding IUU Regulation.  

Every catch certificate and every Annex IV processing statement were checked by authorized customs 
officers regarding IUU Regulation. It is very difficult to tell exact time spent on checking of CCs, 
since it is not the only job included in their tasks but for sure is one defined as the most important one. 

 

 

2.3. Does your country have freezones/freeports4 in which activities relevant to 
importation/exportation/processing of fishery products are authorised?  

Yes    No 

Croatia does not issue any authorization for customs procedures 
(importation/exportation/processing) of fishery products in free zones/free ports. 

If yes, please provide a list of such zones/ports. 
 
 

 
4 https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/business/customs-procedures/what-is-importation/free-zones_en 
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Please fill-in the table below (2023): 

Inspections of third country fishing vessels in Member States ports (2023) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2023) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)10 

Example: 
IS 

FS1 FS2 FS3 FSx Total 

L
an

di
n

gs
 Third 

country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
landings 

      

Number of 
inspections 

      

% of inspections / 
landings 

      

Number of 
infringements 

      

T
ra

ns
hi

pm
en

ts
 

Third 
country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

      

Number of 
inspections 

      

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

      

Number of 
infringements 

      

 
3.4. From the figures above, in the cases where your country detected infringements concerning third 

country fishing vessels, please specify for each infringement the flag, the type of 
infringement and the measures taken / sanction imposed (Article 11 of the IUU Regulation). 

Please fill-in the table below (2022): 

Flag of the 
third country 

vessel11 

Name of the third 
country vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1    

FS2    

    

FSx    

 
Please fill-in the table below (2023): 
 
Flag of the 

third country 
vessel12 

Name of the third 
country vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1    

 
10 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
11 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
12 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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FS2    

    

FSx    

 

3.5. Please provide: 
- the quantities of fish landed fishing vessels in your designated ports in 2022 

and 2023, respectively (by species and flag of the catching vessels); 
- the quantities of fish transhipped fishing donor vessels (to third countries 

or EU fishing receiving vessels) in your designated ports in 2022 and 2023, respectively (by 
species and flag of the vessels): 

Please fill-in the table below (landings): 
 

Landings in 2022 Landings in 2023 

Flag of the third 
country vessel that 

caught the fish13 

Landed quantities by 
species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

Flag of the third 
country vessel that 

caught the fish15 

Landed quantities by 
species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

FS1 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS1 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

    

FSx  FSx  

 

Please fill-in the table below (transhipments): 
 

Transhipments in 2022 Transhipments in 2023 

Flag of the third 
country vessel16 

Transhipped 
quantities by species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

Flag of the third 
country vessel17 

Transhipped 
quantities by species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

FS1 Species 1: FS1 Species 1: 

 
13 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
14 Please use the FAO Alpha-3 codes (ASFIS). 
15 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
16 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
17 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Species 2: 

Species x: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

    

FSx  FSx  

 

3.6. Has your country recorded any case of non-compliance by third country fishing vessels with the 
provisions of Articles 6 (prior notice) and 7 (authorisation) of the IUU Regulation? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, please detail the nature of the infringement and the measures taken / sanctions applied: 

In 2022: . 

In 2023:  

3.7. Since January 2022, has your country denied access to its ports to a fishing vessel for port services, 
landing or transhipment of fishery products based on the conditions of the IUU Regulation?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, please describe the case for each vessel concerned (please include the flag of the vessel and 
its name) and detail the reasons for the denial: 

In 2022: . 

In 2023:  

3.8. Do you have cases of third country fishing vessels landing in your ports with the landed products 
destined to another Member State? [Article 19(3) of the IUU Regulation] 

 Yes    No 

If yes, please indicate the number of landings meant for transit:  

In 2022: . 

In 2023:  

3.9. In order to identify the vessels to be subject to port inspection, do you use risk assessment criteria 
[cf. benchmarks for port inspections, Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009]? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of landings/transhipments from third countries) 
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Flag State (non-EU)21 2022 2023 

Annex II catch 
certificate22 

Simplified catch 
certificate23 

Annex II catch 
certificate22 

Simplified catch 
certificate23 

PG 0 0 2 0 

PE 0 0 1 0 

RU 3 0 3 0 

US 19 0 19 0 

SV 1 0 0 0 

SC 6 0 18 0 

SN 0 4 0 0 

TW 2 0 1 0 

TN 41 37 61 63 

GB 0 0 10 0 

VN 9 0 13 0 

Total 376 57 389 124 

 
 
4.2. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates (Annex V to Commission 

Regulation 1010/2009) accompanied consignments destined to your country? Please detail per 
RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2022 2023 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

0 0 

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

0 0 

CCSBT CDS 0 0 

Total 0 0 

 
4.3. How many catch certificates from EU Member States (including from your country) were presented 

to the authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? 
 

Flag State (EU) 2022 2023 

ES 50 32 

HR 775 399 

IT 0 1 

PT 1 0 

Total 826 432 

 

4.4. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates from EU Member States 
accompanied imports into your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year. 
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RFMO document 2022 2023 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

0 0 

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

0 0 

CCSBT CDS 0 0 

Total 0 0 

 
4.5. How many processing statements (Article 14(2)  Annex IV) were submitted to the authorities of 

your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? Please provide details per year and per 
processing country. 

 

Processing non-EU 
State24 

2022 2023 

EC 5 9 

PH 0 1 

CN 11 21 

PG 1 0 

TH 0 19 

VN 1 0 

BA 84 64 

XS 2 0 

UA 1 0 

AL 45 24 

TR 1 2 

Total 151 140 

 
 
4.6. How many single transport documents referred to in Article 14(1)(b)(i) were submitted to the 

authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? Please provide details 
per year and by third country concerned. 

 
 

Non-EU State 
concerned25  single 
transport document 

2022 2023 

X 0 0 

Total 0 0 

 
4.7. How many documents referred to in Article 14(1)(b)(ii) (the so-called non-manipulation 

declarations) were submitted to the authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 
December 2023? Please provide details per year and per country that issued such a document. 

 
24 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
25 Country through which fishery products went when transported from the territory of the flag State and before 
arriving to your country. 
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Non-EU State issuing 
a document in line 

with Article 14.1.b.ii26 

2022 2023 

X 0 0 

Total 0 0 

 

4.8. Please indicate if you retain and record the information contained in processing statements (Article 
14.2  Annex IV) referring to the corresponding catch certificates (quantity management): 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of processing statements received from non-EU countries in 
2022-2023) 

4.9. Do you have cases where third country fishery products arriving to your country (entry point) were 
destined to another Member State? [Article 19(1) of the IUU Regulation] 

 Yes                                 No 

If yes, please indicate the number consignments meant for transit:  

In 2022  

In 2023  

4.10. Has your country received requests to authorise APEOs27 in 2022-2023? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many requests has your country received and how many APEOs have been authorised? 

........................................... 

4.11. Has your country adopted administrative rules referring to the management and control of 
APEOs in 2022-2023? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. absence of APEO request) 

If yes, please provide details: 

 

4.12. Has your country validated re-export certificates for products imported from 1 January 2022 
until 31 December 2023? 

  Yes    No 

 
26 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
27 Approved Economic Operators  IUU Regulation, Article 16 and Implementing Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009, 
Chapter II 
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If yes, how many re-export certificates? Please detail per year and, if possible, per destination 
country: 

Destination 
country (non-

EU)28 

2022 2023 

Third Country 1   

Third Country 2   

   

Third Country x   

Total   

 
4.13. Does your country monitor if the catches for which your country has validated a re-export 

certificate actually leave the EU? 
 

  Yes    No 

  Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of re-export certificates in 2022-2023) 

If yes, please provide details: 

It can be monitored through the Customs IT system in the process of customs clearance procedure. 
IT tools are established as risk profiles (different criteria) to monitor the catch certificates in the 
importation or re-exportation in the process of customs clearance procedure by MFCA. The 
declarant (importer/exporter or forwarder agent) in the process of customs clearance procedure 
(import/export) have to fulfil TARIC code (C673) for catch certificate and his number or code for 
other species oducts (e.g. ICCAT BCD/C047; ICCAT re-export C041 etc.) or that 
the declared goods are not concerned by IUU Regulation in box 12 03 of customs declarations. In 
this case is possible to monitor the status of catch certificate by MFCA. 

 

4.14. Has your country established any IT tools to monitor the catch certificates and processing 
statements accompanying imports?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, does it include a module for re-exportation of imported catches? 

  Yes    No 

Not applicable. In accordance with the provisions of the Customs Law, post audit controls are 
carried out of import goods. 

4.15. Does your country implement the provisions regarding transit under Article 19(2) at the point of 
entry or the place of destination? 

  At the point of entry   At the place of destination  

 Not implemented because no consignments were placed under transit procedure as laid down 
in Article 19(2) 

 
28 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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We have small number of catch certificates per year in relation to some other member states and we 
can manage to verify all catch certificates. 
 

6.6. If you apply risk management to verifications (Article 17(3)), do you use Union (Article 31 of 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009) or national criteria for identification of risks on which 
verifications shall focus?  

  Union criteria    National criteria 

If you apply Union criteria, please detail the methodology used (and which criteria are used 
always/regularly, often, occasionally, never): ................................... 

We always use Union criteria in accordance with EFCA rules and IUU legislation. Union criteria 
were used through the risk analysis system with risk profiles based on Union criteria. 

 

If you apply national criteria, please detail them and the methodology used36:  

We use national criteria according to previous document verifications, on experience regarding 
import of individual goods, individual importers and information related to the import of certain 
fishery products as well. Also, we use routes and available databases for the movement of 
containers or consignments. 

 

6.7. If you apply risk management to verifications, please provide information on the risks identified in 
2022 and 2023 respectively (Article 32 of Commission Regulation (EC) 1010/2009) on the basis of 
the criteria used. Please also provide information on whether all consignments identified as risky 
have been covered by verifications. If this is not the case, please specify the percentage of 
consignments identified as risky that have been covered by verifications and the reasons of such 
situation. 

All information from customs declarations undergo a risk analysis system. All documents 
are checked during verification.  

 

6.8. If you do not apply risk management to verifications, please describe the procedure used37:  

We apply risk management to verifications. 

 

6.9. How many catch certificates have been verified by your administration from 1 January 2022 until 
31 December 2023? Please specify, separately for each year: 

 
36 Please provide a complete description (not only examples of national criteria and of their use). 
37 Please provide a complete an accurate description 
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Flag 
States41 

Number of 
assistance requests 

for verifications 
2022 

Justification 
(please provide a 
brief description) 

Number of 
assistance 

requests for 
verifications 

2023 

Justification  
(please provide a 
brief description) 

PE 0  2 Issued simplified 
CC did not meet the 
conditions for 
simplified CC 
prescribed in 
Article 6. (1) of  
Commission 
Regulation  
1010/2009. 
Since the importer 
was aware of 
possible import 
rejection from the 
beginning and 
never officially 
submitted an import 
declaration, we 
have frozen our 
communication 
with the Peruvian 
administration so 
Croatian 
Administration 
decided to sent 
assistance message 
to the EC on April 
12, 2023. 
 

Total 10  12  

 

7.2. How many assistance requests for verifications were not replied to by the other flag States' 
authorities within the deadline provided in Article 17(6) of the IUU Regulation? In these cases, do 
you send a reminder to the authorities of the country in question? Could you please specify when 
the assistance request, despite reminder(s), remained unanswered? What measures have you taken 
in that case (i.e. have you denied the importation)? [Please provide separate data for 2022 and 2023] 

2022 0 

2023 0 

7.3. Was the quality of the answers provided overall sufficient to satisfy the assistance request? If no, 
please explain why the quality was not sufficient, and the measures you have taken in such case(s). 

The answers were overall sufficient. 

7.4. Have you sent assistance requests for verifications to other countries than the flag State? If yes, 
please specify the number, the reasons the countries concerned, and the quality of the feedback 
provided. 

Assistance requests for verifications to other countries than the flag State have not been sent. 
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7.5. If you have been using IT systems developed by third countries allowing for a full or partial 
verification42 of catch certificates, please indicate these countries and the number of verifications 
that were made through their systems (at least approximately)?  

We use IT systems developed by third countries as part of checking the catch certificates. The 
following third countries are US, EC, CN, NO. All catch certificates from the previously mentioned 
third countries are checked (see 4.1.) with catch certificates in their database. 

Link on the Peruvian Fishing Fleet Register was also a helping tool in a detailed checks. 

 
42 Please indicate if you use these IT systems already as part of your checks (not verifications) of catch 
certificates. 
















