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b) horizontal co-operation between different authorities and allocation of tasks for various 
authorities in the implementation of the IUU Regulation (Fisheries, Health, Customs, Coast 
Guard, Navy, etc.). 

There is direct cooperation with Custom Services and DFMR. If a consignment involves fishery 
products that fall within the scope of IUU Regulation then the products are held in Customs and are not 
released to the market unless a certified copy of the relevant Catch Certificate (sealed with the 
appropriate official DFMR seal and signed by authorised DFMR personnel) is shown to the Custom 
Services. There is also cooperation regarding confiscation of products with Custom and Veterinary 
Services. Confiscated products are usually temporary held either to Custom or Veterinary Services 
storages.  

Cooperation with other authorities is also achieved during export of Cyprus fishery products or at 
landing of fishery products from third country fishing vessels. Please find bellow a short summary of 
the three main procedures that require cooperation of various authorities in Cyprus:

Import of fisheries products 

A copy of the certified Catch Certificate and other necessary accompanying documents are submitted 
by the importer/clearance officer to the DFMR at least three working days prior to the estimated arrival 
date at the point of entry of the Member State (MS) (Limassol Port or Larnaca Airport), or at least 4 
hours beforehand if it concerns imports of fresh fisheries products. The documents may be sent via email 
(fisheriescontrol@dfmr.moa.gov.cy). Also, when submitting documents for custom clearance of fishery 
products, the importer or clearance officer must notify the Inspector on duty on 99 489645 for imports 
into Larnaca Airport and on 99 486130 for imports into the Limassol Port. 

Following the above procedure, and once the DFMR conducts an administrative check and decides that 
there is no reason to conduct a verification, the DFMR seals and signs the fishery catch document and 
hands it to the importer/clearance officer once the original fishery catch document is submitted to the 
district office, where it is filed and kept for a minimum period of three years. It is noted that a physical 
inspection is always conducted when fresh fishery products are imported into Larnaca Airport. 

If during a check it is decided that there is a need to verify information and identify the fishery products 
based on the declared information, the DFMR informs the importer/clearance officer and proceeds 
onsite to the entry points and conducts the physical inspection. In this instance and following the 
completion of the inspection, the Inspector writes down their decision and seals and signs a copy of the 
fishery catch document, while keeping the original. It is noted that a verification is always conducted 
when the catch certificate and other necessary documents are not submitted in the required time period. 

If the catch certificate or other required documents are missing relevant information based on the 
Regulation, or the original documents are not submitted, the DFMR will hold the fishery products in 
storage (refrigerators/freezers) and will only release them to the importer once all the required 
information based on the Regulation is received within 15 days. During the verification period, the flag 
state may be asked to demand an additional extension of 15 days in case it is unable to respond in the 
designated time period. The storage facility must be under the supervision of the competent Authority. 
The importer/clearance officer bares the financial cost for storage. 

Upon refusal to import in accordance with the Regulation, the DFMR shall confiscate the fishery 

134(I)/2006 for the Application of Community Decisions and Community Regulations that concern the 
Fish  

It is noted that Cyprus has only one customs body and the transit of fishery products is not applicable. 
As of this, Article 19(2) does not apply for Cyprus. 

Landing of fishery products from third country fishing vessels 

The captains of third country fishing vessels submit to the member state (Cyprus) before landing or 
transhipment procedures (4 hours earlier) if possible, the pre-notification document on which the landing 
or transhipment fishery product quantities are described, by species, as well as with the date and location 
of catches. 



 

For a third country flag vessel to dock in the Limassol port, the Ports Authority must be first notified of 
the vessel s intentions, and the Port Authority shall notify in turn the DFMR as the competent Authority 
to enforce the Regulation, which in turn shall check if the specific vessel is not an IUU vessel, and hence 
give directions to the Port Authority as to whether to allow the docking of the vessel or otherwise. 

For fishery products caught from third country vessels and landed at European Union ports, a verified 
fishery catch document must accompany the products. 

The competent authorities of the Member State (Cyprus) keep the original or copies in the case of pre-
notifications submitted electronically, as well as verified fishery catch documents for a minimum period 
of three years. 

The DFMR is responsible for communicating to the Committee the quantities landed and/or transhipped 
from third country vessels in its ports every trimester. 

Export of fishery products caught by Cyprus fishing vessels to third countries 

For the export of any fishery product that was caught by Cypriot fishing vessels to a third country that 
requires the provision of the relevant fishery catch document, the DFMR as the competent Authority 
must provide and certify the document. The DFMR must certify the legality of the fishery products and 
certify all information on the document. Following this, the DFMR communicates with the Veterinary 
Services and Customs for the provision of the necessary accompanying documents and the realisation 
of the inspections and export of the products. The DFMR keeps a copy of the fishery catch document. 

The DFMR as the competent Authority for the implementation of the Regulation ensures that all the 
provisions of the Regulation are met to allow for its smooth implementation as of January 2012, since 
the Regulation was set into practice. 

 

If written agreements on cooperation between different authorities/services have been concluded, 
please provide copies. 

When providing the above requested information, if there were any changes in the administrative 
organisation since the previous reporting period (2020-2021), please underline those changes. 

N/A

 

 

2.2. How many officials are involved in the implementation of the catch certification scheme? 

Please specify the number of officials expressed in Full Time Equivalent (FTE); please specify which 
authority they belong to:  

 for checks and verifications in accordance with Articles 16 and 17 of the IUU Regulation;
 for validation of catch certificates for exports and of re-export certificates in accordance with 

Articles 15(2) and 21(3) of the IUU Regulation.

2 Officers (0.1FTE), one at head-quarters and one at District Office, and 10 Inspectors (1.5 FTE) at two 
District Offices. Regarding the checks and verifications in accordance with Articles 16 and 17 those are 
carried out by the Inspectors at the District Offices.  
One officer of the above-mentioned employees is fulltime involved with the implementation of Catch 
Certificates and the IUU Regulation in general.   
2.3. Does your country have freezones/freeports4 in which activities relevant to 

importation/exportation/processing of fishery products are authorised?  

4 https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/business/customs-procedures/what-is-importation/free-zones_en 





 

designated 
ports 

Number of 
infringements 

3     N/A 
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country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

2     0 

Number of 
inspections 

0     N/A 

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

0     N/A 

Number of 
infringements 

0     N/A 

Please fill-in the table below (2023): 

Inspections of third country fishing vessels in Member States ports (2023) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2023) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)10 

Example: 
IS 

FS1 FS2 FS3 FSx Total 

L
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n

gs
 Third 

country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
landings 

100     0 

Number of 
inspections 

10     0 

% of inspections / 
landings 

10%     N/A 

Number of 
infringements 

3     N/A 
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Third 
country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

2     0 

Number of 
inspections 

2     0 

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

100%     N/A 

Number of 
infringements 

0     N/A 

 
3.4. From the figures above, in the cases where your country detected infringements concerning third 

country fishing vessels, please specify for each infringement the flag, the type of 
infringement and the measures taken / sanction imposed (Article 11 of the IUU Regulation). 

Please fill-in the table below (2022): N/A 

Flag of the 
third country 

vessel11 

Name of the third 
country vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1    

FS2    

    

ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
ISO Alpha-2 country codes.



 

FSx    

 
Please fill-in the table below (2023): N/A 
 
Flag of the 

third country 
vessel12 

Name of the third 
country vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1    

FS2    

    

FSx    

 

3.5. Please provide: 
 the quantities of fish landed fishing vessels in your designated ports in 2022 

and 2023, respectively (by species and flag of the catching vessels); 
 the quantities of fish transhipped fishing donor vessels (to third countries 

or EU fishing receiving vessels) in your designated ports in 2022 and 2023, respectively (by 
species and flag of the vessels): 

Please fill-in the table below (landings): N/A 
 

Landings in 2022 Landings in 2023 

Flag of the third 
country vessel that 

caught the fish13 

Landed quantities by 
species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

Flag of the third 
country vessel that 

caught the fish15 

Landed quantities by 
species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

FS1 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS1 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

    

FSx  FSx  

 

ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
Please use the FAO Alpha-3 codes (ASFIS).
ISO Alpha-2 country codes.



 

 
 
 
Please fill-in the table below (transhipments): N/A 
 

Transhipments in 2022 Transhipments in 2023 

Flag of the third 
country vessel16 

Transhipped 
quantities by species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

Flag of the third 
country vessel17 

Transhipped 
quantities by species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

FS1 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS1 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

    

FSx  FSx  

 

3.6. Has your country recorded any case of non-compliance by third country fishing vessels with the 
provisions of Articles 6 (prior notice) and 7 (authorisation) of the IUU Regulation? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, please detail the nature of the infringement and the measures taken / sanctions applied: 

In 2022: . 

In 2023:  

3.7. Since January 2022, has your country denied access to its ports to a fishing vessel for port services, 
landing or transhipment of fishery products based on the conditions of the IUU Regulation?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, please describe the case for each vessel concerned (please include the flag of the vessel and 
its name) and detail the reasons for the denial: 

In 2022: . 

In 2023:  

3.8. Do you have cases of third country fishing vessels landing in your ports with the landed products 
destined to another Member State? [Article 19(3) of the IUU Regulation] 

ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
ISO Alpha-2 country codes.









 

Processing non-EU 
State24 

2022 2023 

EC 0 1 

NA 0 2 

Total 58 106 

 
4.6. How many single transport documents referred to in Article 14(1)(b)(i) were submitted to the 

authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? Please provide details 
per year and by third country concerned. 

Non-EU State 
concerned25  single 
transport document 

2022 2023 

S 1 0 0 

S 2 0 0 

 0 0 

S x 0 0 

Total 0 0 

 
4.7. How many documents referred to in Article 14(1)(b)(ii) (the so-called non-manipulation 

declarations) were submitted to the authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 
December 2023? Please provide details per year and per country that issued such a document. 
 

Non-EU State issuing 
a document in line

with Article 14.1.b.ii26 

2022 2023 

US 0 3 

Total 0 3 

 

4.8. Please indicate if you retain and record the information contained in processing statements (Article 
14.2  Annex IV) referring to the corresponding catch certificates (quantity management): 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of processing statements received from non-EU countries in 
2022-2023) 

4.9. Do you have cases where third country fishery products arriving to your country (entry point) were 
destined to another Member State? [Article 19(1) of the IUU Regulation] 

 Yes                                 No 

If yes, please indicate the number consignments meant for transit:  

Country through which fishery products went when transported from the territory of the flag State and before 
arriving to your country.
26 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 



 

In 2022  

In 2023  

4.10. Has your country received requests to authorise APEOs27 in 2022-2023? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many requests has your country received and how many APEOs have been authorised? 

........................................... 

4.11. Has your country adopted administrative rules referring to the management and control of 
APEOs in 2022-2023? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. absence of APEO request) 

If yes, please provide details: 

 

4.12. Has your country validated re-export certificates for products imported from 1 January 2022 
until 31 December 2023? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many re-export certificates? Please detail per year and, if possible, per destination 
country: 

Destination 
country (non-

EU)28 

2022 2023 

GB 3 7 

Total 3 7 

 
4.13. Does your country monitor if the catches for which your country has validated a re-export 

certificate actually leave the EU? 
 

  Yes    No 

  Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of re-export certificates in 2022-2023) 

If yes, please provide details: 

 

4.14. Has your country established any IT tools to monitor the catch certificates and processing 
statements accompanying imports?  

27 Approved Economic Operators  IUU Regulation, Article 16 and Implementing Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009, 
Chapter II 

ISO Alpha-2 country codes.



 

  Yes    No 

If yes, does it include a module for re-exportation of imported catches? 

  Yes    No 

4.15. Does your country implement the provisions regarding transit under Article 19(2) at the point of 
entry or the place of destination? 

  At the point of entry   At the place of destination  

 Not implemented because no consignments were placed under transit procedure as laid down 
in Article 19(2) 

  









 

DFMR might follow. Again a 15-day period is given to the Flag State authorities to provide all the 
required information based on the Regulation. During the verification procedures the storage facility is 
under the supervision of the competent Authority and the importer/clearance officer is baring the 
financial cost for storage. 
 
6.5. Do you verify all catch certificates linked to consignments of fishery products intended for 

importation into the EU or do you verify only part of the catch certificates by applying (or not) risk 
management?  
 

 All       Only part by applying risk management 
 Only part without applying risk management  No verifications 

 
6.6. If you apply risk management to verifications (Article 17(3)), do you use Union (Article 31 of 

Commission Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009) or national criteria for identification of risks on which 
verifications shall focus?  

  Union criteria  National criteria 

If you apply Union criteria, please detail the methodology used (and which criteria are used 
always/regularly, often, occasionally, never): ................................... 

 

If you apply national criteria, please detail them and the methodology used36: ................................. 

 

6.7. If you apply risk management to verifications, please provide information on the risks identified in 
2022 and 2023 respectively (Article 32 of Commission Regulation (EC) 1010/2009) on the basis of 
the criteria used. Please also provide information on whether all consignments identified as risky 
have been covered by verifications. If this is not the case, please specify the percentage of 
consignments identified as risky that have been covered by verifications and the reasons of such 
situation. 

 

6.8. If you do not apply risk management to verifications, please describe the procedure used37:  

Please see answer to question 6.4. 

6.9. How many catch certificates have been verified by your administration from 1 January 2022 until 
31 December 2023? Please specify, separately for each year: 

Flag State (EU or 
non-EU)38 

2022 2023 

Overall number 
of catch 

certificates 
received 

Number of catch 
certificates 

verified 

Overall number 
of catch 

certificates 
received 

Number of catch 
certificates 

verified 

TH 25 0 29 0 

Please provide a complete description (not only examples of national criteria and of their use).
Please provide a complete an accurate description

38 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 



 

Flag State (EU or 
non-EU)38 

2022 2023 

Overall number 
of catch 

certificates 
received 

Number of catch 
certificates 

verified 

Overall number 
of catch 

certificates 
received 

Number of catch 
certificates 

verified 

CN 58 0 45 0 

IN 51 30 65 0 

VN 60 0 29 0 

NO 45 0 107 0 

NZ 73 49 66 39 

ID 40 0 47 0 

PH 25 1 49 0 

ZA 12 0 9 0 

SC 4 0 1 0 

MA 12 0 25 3 

SN 193 185 222 218 

TN 4 0 21 20 

US 8 0 7 2 

TW 0 0 3 0 

RU 92 0 321 0 

PE 2 0 2 0 

MR 7 4 1 0 

MU 1 0 1 0 

KR 1 0 0 0 

MM 2 0 2 1 

GB 44 6 41 5 

IS 158 0 0 0 

PA 0 0 2 0 

GL 2 0 1 0 



 

Flag State (EU or 
non-EU)38 

2022 2023 

Overall number 
of catch 

certificates 
received 

Number of catch 
certificates 

verified 

Overall number 
of catch 

certificates 
received 

Number of catch 
certificates 

verified 

CA 0 0 4 3 

EC 2 0 2 0 

NA 0 0 1 0 

AR 0 0 1 0 

FK 3 0 4 0 

FO 0 0 1 0 

LK 10 10 70 70 

MV 29 19 0 0 

TOTAL 1043 304 1179 361 

 
6.10. Please reply to the following questions: 

a) How many catch certificates have you verified in the context of the application of Article 17(4)? 
32 

b) How many catch certificates have you verified on the basis of risk identified in accordance with 
Article 17(3)? N/A 

c) How many catch certificates have been verified at random (Article 17(5))? 42. Regarding the 
rest of the verifications performed, these were standard verifications/physical checks of fresh 
fishery product consignments. 

6.11. Does your country also physically examine the consignments in the context of verifications? 
Please note that under this point you are asked to provide information on physical examinations 
based only on IUU-related grounds. 

  Yes    No 

If yes, please provide details on: 
 

a) Number of physically examined consignments (per year) and percentage in relation to all 
verifications made:  
2022: 190 physical checks out of 568 consignments received (33.45%) 
2023: 316 physical checks out of 620 consignments received (50.97%) 
 

b) Method of selection of consignments: Submission time (if is not within the minimum requirement 
time frame), new exported flag state country, suspected country (according to the information 
from the Commission), a large percentage of consignments that arrive to Larnaca airport (fresh 
products) are subject to physical inspection and control according to the control and 
procedures. 

 
 



















 

the management rules of the Convention on the Conservation and Management of High Seas 
Fishery Resources in the North Pacific Ocean, vessels supplying fuel to fishing vessels on the high 
seas must be registered on a regional organization vessel list, something that the vessel  
did not fulfil. Based on the information received by the Japanese control services, DFMR also 
cross-referenced data on the position of the vessels in the electronic IMS system of EMSA 
(European Maritime Safety Agency) and identified the movements of the  

 and the Chinese fishing vessel  to comply with the sighting 
made by the Japanese authorities. Additionally, during the check performed in the IMS electronic 
system, the vessel  was identified on a total of 13 occations 
between June and July 2022 approaching and sailing for some time alongside Chinese fishing 
vessels. It is noted that the vessel  has since changed both her flag 
from Siera Leone to Togo but also her name from  to  

12.3. Since the last reporting exercise covering the period 2020-2021, has your country taken any action 
with regard to its nationals who have been identified as supporting or engaged in IUU fishing?  

Yes No 

If yes, please provide details:  but not settled and therefore a 
criminal procedure has been initiated for a court trial. 

12.4. What measures has your country taken to encourage nationals to notify any information on 
interests in third country fishing vessels (Article 40(1))? 

DFMR has launched a procedure with publishing a template of sighting reports 
(https://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/dfmr/dfmr.nsf/All/CC6DBCD252C29021C22582F8003DF987/$f
ile/SightingReportTemplate_EN.pdf) requesting public to provide information on sighting of third 
country fishing vessels within Cyprus EEZ. 

12.5. Has your country endeavoured to obtain information on arrangements between nationals and third 
countries allowing reflagging of their fishing vessels in accordance with Article 40(4)? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, please provide details: Vessels flying the flag of Cyprus cannot be re-flagged without prior 
approval from the Director of DFMR. 

12.6. Has your country put in place procedures to ensure that nationals do not sell or export any fishing 
vessels to operators involved in the operation, management or ownership of fishing vessels 
included in the EU IUU vessel list (Article 40(2))?  

  Yes    No 

 

12.7. Has your country made use of Article 40(3) and removed public aid under national aid regimes or 
under EU funds to operators involved in the operation, management or ownership of fishing vessels 
included in the EU IUU vessel list? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, please provide details: For any funding proposal a check is made by the competent authority 
(Fisheries control section) to ensure that the operator is not involved in IUU activities and that the 
vessel has no penalty points assigned. 

 










