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fishing vessel of a third country or a representative thereof shall, at least three working days 
before the expected time of arrival of the vessel at the port of the Republic of Latvia, submit 
electronically to the State Environmental Service the information referred to in Article 6(1) of 
Regulation No 1005/2008 and the European Community catch certificate referred to in Annex 
II to Regulation No 1005/2008 (hereinafter - the catch certificate) which has been approved in 
conformity with Chapter III of the abovementioned Regulation. 

This information is received in the SES Central office. In the port the physical verification of 
the landing, based on decision made by the SES Central office is performed by the local quarter 
of SES located in the designated port.  

Based on the Article 9 of the IUU regulation Latvia ensures inspections in designated ports of 
at least 5 % of landing and transhipment operations by third country fishing vessels each year. 
(More details on inspections of third country vessels in Latvian ports are available in the 
response to the point 3.3. of this report). 

To improve co-operation on implementation of the requirements competent authorities in 2020 
started negotiations with the Ministry of Transport and the designated port`s authorities on IUU 
requirements on the access to the port for the third countries fishing (transport (REF)) vessels 
in accordance with Article 7 of the IUU Regulation. It should be noted that discussions 
continue, and no agreement has been reached on the actual action to improve inter-institutional 
coordination in practice. 
 

- catch certification scheme (Chapter III); 

Several competent authorities are involved in the catch certification scheme in Latvia. 

Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) is the authority in charge for the validation of the catch 
certificates for the Latvian fishing vessels in case of fisheries products export. Fisheries 
Department of MoA also provide Latvian IUU SLO function. 

State Environmental Service (SES) Fisheries Control Department (Central office) is the 
authority responsible for the validation of the catch certificates to allow the import into or re-
export of the fisheries product via Latvia.  

Food and Veterinary Service (FVS) is responsible for endorsement of the processing 
statements and storage documents. 

State Revenue Service (SRS) National Customs Board provides import customs procedure, 
incl. control of documents (also catch certificates) concerning the respective consignment, 
performs risk management regarding customs matters etc. National Customs Board is authority 
which accepts product import (for the fisheries products  based on catch certificate validated 
by the SES)  

More details on catch certification scheme please find in the further clarifications to this point 
(subpoint (a) and (b) and the cooperation schemes) 

 
- nationals (Chapter VIII). 

SES Fisheries Control Department is responsible under the IUU Regulation in accordance with 
Article 39(4). 
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MoA on behalf of the Latvian IUU SLO is in close cooperation with the SES and coordinates 
this issue. 
 
In additional the Latvian IUU SLO cooperated with the Maritime Administration of Latvia, 
Register of Seamen, which is responsible for Certification of Seafarers. 
 
More details on nationals please find in the further clarifications to the Section 12 of the report. 

As well as Latvia would like to refer to the Study on the legislative frameworks and 
enforcement systems of Member States regarding obligations and sanctions to nationals 
for infringements to the rules arising from the IUU Regulation what was done by the 
Commission contracted company MILIEU Ltd in 2022.When providing the above requested 
information, please specify if different authorities/services are involved in the implementation of 
the IUU Regulation for: 

 the control of the access and use of ports, including for landings and transhipments, of third 
country fishing vessels in accordance with Chapter II of the IUU Regulation;  

 checks and verifications of catch certificates for fishery products arriving on board of third 
country fishing vessels at designated ports; 

 checks and verifications of catch certificates for imports of consignment with fishery products 
arriving by other means than fishing vessels (e.g. by containers, planes, trucks); 

 validation of catch certificates for exports;  
 validation and verifications of re-exports. 

In addition (if different authorities/services are involved), please explain and describe: 

MoA is the authority in charge for the validation of the catch certificates for the Latvian fishing 
vessels in case of fisheries products export. During the validation process each catch certificate 
is examined for a variety of criteria - does the potential exporter or respective fishing company 
hold the valid licence and quota for relevant species, % of quota exhaustion, logbooks entries 
etc. In case where there are no problems, the catch certificate is validated.  

Regarding catch certificates issued by the third countries - SES Fisheries Control Department 
(Central office) is the authority responsible for the validation of the catch certificates to allow 
the import into or re-export of the fisheries product via Latvia. The catch certificate is verified 
by obtaining necessary information - is the catch obtained by the vessel included in the IUU 
vessels list, crosschecked with the information submitted within the mutual assistance system, 
etc. 

Internal cooperation between the Central office and local quarters of SES is needed only where 
physical checks for fishing vessels flying the flag of third countries is required. According to 
the Council Regulation 1005/2008 Article 6, third countries vessels inform the competent 
authority - SES on intend to land the products in relevant designated port of Latvia. This 
information is received in the SES Central office, verified by checking information and further 
permission or rejection for vessel entry into port is provided. In the port the physical verification 
of the landing, based on decision made by the SES Central office is performed by the local 
quarter of SES located in the designated port. 

Food and Veterinary Service (FVS) is responsible for endorsement of the processing statements 
and storage documents. At the time of endorsement of the documents, FVS carry out 
establishments inspection and document checks, including inspection of the catch certificates 
in the information system LFICIS, is carried out during the inspection of the undertakings on 
the traceability of the products during which it is examined that the raw material of the fishery 
product imported under the relevant catch certificate has actually been used for processing of 
the exported fisheries product. If all the information is relevant, the production document is 
approved.  
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Co-operation among the structures of the SRS National Customs Board, involved in the 
implementation of the IUU Regulation, is described in the SRS National Customs Board 

 

Co-operation among the respective structures of the SRS Nationals Customs Board when 
dealing with the implementation of the IUU Regulation should be mentioned as follows:  

Customs Clearance Process Unit of Customs Clearance Process Management Division  
develops guidance etc. for customs officials and explanations for customs clients as well, 
performs co-operation with other structures in Customs Department, as well as with other 
institutions in Latvia (MoA, SES) responsible for implementation of the IUU Regulation, 

 involved in drawing 
up import customs procedure, incl. control of documents (also catch certificates) concerning 
the respective consignment,  

Risk Management Division  performs risk management regarding customs matters. 

 

a) vertical co-operation (between local/regional authorities and their headquarters/central 
authorities); 

b) horizontal co-operation between different authorities and allocation of tasks for various 
authorities in the implementation of the IUU Regulation (Fisheries, Health, Customs, Coast 
Guard, Navy, etc.). 

The interinstitutional cooperation has been set in the Rules of the Cabinet as well as in the 
trilateral agreement between the MoA, SRS Nationals Customs Board and SES.  

 

To improve cooperation and control efficiency the SRS National Customs Board in 2015 was 
granted access to MoA information system LFICIS. This allows SRS to see in the LFICIS, and 
check import catch certificate validated by SES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scheme of cooperation in the case of export of fisheries products from Latvian vessels is as 
follows: 
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If yes, please check if your list of designated ports in accordance with Article 5(3) corresponds to 
the latest version of the Office Journal: 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52023XC01237 

If not, please provide the updated notification to DG MARE through the Functional mailbox: 
MARE-NOTIFICATIONS-IUU-1005-2008@ec.europa.eu  

3.2. In years 2022 and 2023 respectively, how many times have third country fishing vessels been 
granted authorisation to access designated ports in your country only for 
repair/maintenance/supply?8 

 
17 visits of 3rd country REF vessels to port of Riga have been authorised for repair: 
 
In 2022  6 REF vessels; 
 
In 2023  11 REF vessels. 
 
3.3. How many landings and transhipments in designated ports by third country fishing vessels have 

been recorded by your country between 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? How many 
inspections did your country carry out and how many infringements have been detected?  

Please fill-in the table below (2022):  

 

Inspections of third country fishing vessels in Member States ports (2022) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2022) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)9 

NO FO Total 

L
an

di
ng

s 

Third 
country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of landings 1 3 4 
Number of 
inspections 

0 1 1 

% of inspections / 
landings 

0% 33,33% 25% 

Number of 
infringements 

0 0 0 

T
ra

ns
hi

pm
en

ts
 

Third 
country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

- - - 

Number of 
inspections 

- - - 

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

- - - 

Number of 
infringements 

- - - 

Please fill-in the table below (2023):  

 
8 It should be reminded that provisions of Chapter II apply to third country fishing vessels aiming to access EU 
ports for port services, even in cases where they do not carry fishery products on board and therefore no landing 
or transhipment operation is foreseen. Third country fishing vessels shall only access ports designated in 
accordance with Article 5. 
9 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Inspections of third country fishing vessels in Member States ports (2023) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2023) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)10 

NO FO Total 
L

an
di

n
gs

 Third 
country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
landings 

2 
2 
 

4 

Number of 
inspections 

0 0 0 

% of inspections / 
landings 

0% 0% 0% 

Number of 
infringements 

0 0 0 

T
ra

ns
hi

pm
en

ts
 

Third 
country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

- - - 

Number of 
inspections 

- - - 

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

- - - 

Number of 
infringements 

- - - 

 
3.4. From the figures above, in the cases where your country detected infringements concerning third 

country fishing vessels, please specify for each infringement the flag, the type of 
infringement and the measures taken / sanction imposed (Article 11 of the IUU Regulation). 

Please fill-in the table below (2022):  

Flag of the 
third country 

vessel11 

Name of the third 
country vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1 - - - 

FS2 - - - 

 - - - 

FSx - - - 

 
Please fill-in the table below (2023):  
 
Flag of the 

third country 
vessel12 

Name of the third 
country vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1 - - - 

FS2 - - - 

 
10 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
11 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
12 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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 - - - 

FSx - - - 

 

3.5. Please provide: 
- the quantities of fish landed fishing vessels in your designated ports in 2022 

and 2023, respectively (by species and flag of the catching vessels); 
- the quantities of fish transhipped fishing donor vessels (to third countries 

or EU fishing receiving vessels) in your designated ports in 2022 and 2023, respectively (by 
species and flag of the vessels): 

Please fill-in the table below (landings): 
 

Landings in 2022 Landings in 2023 

Flag of the third 
country vessel that 

caught the fish13 

Landed quantities by 
species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

Flag of the third 
country vessel that 

caught the fish15 

Landed quantities by 
species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

FO HER: 1193,418 

MAC: 958,923 

 

FO HER: 1847,938 

MAC: 2288,296 

 

GL MAC: 483,207  

 

 

UK HER: 846,720 

 

UK HER: 770,340 

MAC: 77,080 

- - 

 

Please fill-in the table below (transhipments):  
 

Transhipments in 2022 Transhipments in 2023 

Flag of the third 
country vessel16 

Transhipped 
quantities by species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

Flag of the third 
country vessel17 

Transhipped 
quantities by species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

FS1 - FS1 - 

FS2 - FS2 - 

 
13 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
14 Please use the FAO Alpha-3 codes (ASFIS). 
15 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
16 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
17 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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 -  - 

FSx - FSx - 

 

3.6. Has your country recorded any case of non-compliance by third country fishing vessels with the 
provisions of Articles 6 (prior notice) and 7 (authorisation) of the IUU Regulation?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, please detail the nature of the infringement and the measures taken / sanctions applied: 

In 2022: . 

In 2023:  

3.7. Since January 2022, has your country denied access to its ports to a fishing vessel for port services, 
landing or transhipment of fishery products based on the conditions of the IUU Regulation?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, please describe the case for each vessel concerned (please include the flag of the vessel and 
its name) and detail the reasons for the denial: 

In 2022: . 

In 2023:  

3.8. Do you have cases of third country fishing vessels landing in your ports with the landed products 
destined to another Member State? [Article 19(3) of the IUU Regulation] 

 Yes    No* 

If yes, please indicate the number of landings meant for transit:  

In 2022: . 

In 2023:  

* Note: Latvian competent authorities and its databases does not collect statistical data of 
fishing vessel landing in transit, therefore, such data for Latvia are not available. 

3.9. In order to identify the vessels to be subject to port inspection, do you use risk assessment criteria 
[cf. benchmarks for port inspections, Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009]?  

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of landings/transhipments from third countries) 

If yes, please detail, in order to reach the objective of at least 5% of landing and transhipment 
operations as set in Article 9(1) of the IUU Regulation, which benchmarks you use and rank them: 

 
 
 

There are the risk assessment criteria elaborated by SES for the port inspections to control the Latvian 
vessels as well as EU Member State vessels landings. The criteria are set considering landing quantities 
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currently not useful to make improvements to the national IT system that are not related to the 
mandatory requirements, however taking into account the Commission`s needs on these data, 
we will discuss about relevant improvements in the system in order to have such a data in future. 
In practise implementation of such improvements will take a time. Therefore, it will be possible 
to start collect such data only in the second half of year 2024. 
 
4.2. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates (Annex V to Commission 

Regulation 1010/2009) accompanied consignments destined to your country? Please detail per 
RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2022 2023 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

0 0 

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

0 0 

CCSBT CDS 0 0 

Total 0 0 

 
4.3. How many catch certificates from EU Member States (including from your country) were presented 

to the authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023?  
 

Flag State (EU) 2022 2023 

IE - 1 

FR 6 1 

IT 1 - 

ES 4 4 

DE - 1 

SE 2 - 

NL - 3 

DK 9 3 

Total 22 13 

 

4.4. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates from EU Member States 
accompanied imports into your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2022 2023 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

0 0 

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

0 0 

CCSBT CDS 0 0 

Total 0 0 
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4.5. How many processing statements (Article 14(2)  Annex IV) were submitted to the authorities of 
your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? Please provide details per year and per 
processing country. 
 

Processing non-EU 
State24 

2022 2023 

FO 16 4 

BY 4 16 

CN 31 44 

GB 1 - 

NO 48 16 

SC 20 3 

TH 22 21 

TR - 1 

EC - 2 

Total 142 107 

 
4.6. How many single transport documents referred to in Article 14(1)(b)(i) were submitted to the 

authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? Please provide details 
per year and by third country concerned. 

Non-EU State 
concerned25  single 
transport document 

2022* 2023* 

S 1 - - 

S 2 - - 

 - - 

S x - - 

Total - - 

 
*Latvian IUU SLO notes: As it was mentioned in the previous emails to the Commission in 
regard with the revised templates on 15th February and the 1st March, Latvian IUU SLO 
cannot submit such information, we do not register such an information on single transport 
documents in the Latvian IT system. As it was mentioned by Latvia, considering the fact that 
using of the IT CATCH system is planned in the near future and we believe that currently not 
useful to make improvements to the national IT system that are not related to the mandatory 
requirements, however taking into account the Commission`s needs on these data, we will 
discuss about relevant improvements in the system in order to have such a data in future. In 
practise implementation of such improvements will take a time. Therefore, it will be possible to 
start collect such data only in the second half of year 2024. 
 
4.7. How many documents referred to in Article 14(1)(b)(ii) (the so-called non-manipulation 

declarations) were submitted to the authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 
December 2023? Please provide details per year and per country that issued such a document.  
 

 
24 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
25 Country through which fishery products went when transported from the territory of the flag State and before 
arriving to your country. 
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Non-EU State issuing 
a document in line 

with Article 14.1.b.ii26 

2022* 2023* 

S 1 - - 

S 2 - - 

 - - 

S x - - 

Total - - 

 
*Latvian IUU SLO notes: As it was mentioned in the previous emails to the Commission in 
regard with the revised templates on 15th February and the 1st March, Latvian IUU SLO cannot 
submit such information, we do not register such an information on non-manipulation 
declaration in the Latvian IT system. As it was mentioned by Latvia, considering the fact that 
using of the IT CATCH system is planned in the near future and we believe that currently not 
useful to make improvements to the national IT system that are not related to the mandatory 
requirements, however taking into account the Commission`s needs on these data, we will 
discuss about relevant improvements in the system in order to have such a data in future. In 
practise implementation of such improvements will take a time. Therefore, it will be possible to 
start collect such data only in the second half of year 2024. 
 

4.8. Please indicate if you retain and record the information contained in processing statements (Article 
14.2  Annex IV) referring to the corresponding catch certificates (quantity management):  

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of processing statements received from non-EU countries in 
2022-2023) 

4.9. Do you have cases where third country fishery products arriving to your country (entry point) were 
destined to another Member State? [Article 19(1) of the IUU Regulation]  

 Yes                                  No * 

If yes, please indicate the number consignments meant for transit:  

In 2022  

In 2023  

* Note: Latvian competent authorities and its databases does not collect statistical data of 
fishing vessel landing in transit, therefore, such data for Latvia are not available. 

4.10. Has your country received requests to authorise APEOs27 in 2022-2023?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many requests has your country received and how many APEOs have been authorised? 

 
26 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
27 Approved Economic Operators  IUU Regulation, Article 16 and Implementing Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009, 
Chapter II 
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........................................... 

4.11. Has your country adopted administrative rules referring to the management and control of 
APEOs in 2022-2023?  

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. absence of APEO request) 

If yes, please provide details: 

 

4.12. Has your country validated re-export certificates for products imported from 1 January 2022 
until 31 December 2023?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many re-export certificates? Please detail per year and, if possible, per destination 
country: 

Destination 
country (non-

EU)28 

2022 2023 

GB 48 (13) 61 (10) 

NO - 7 (7) 

Total 48 (13) 68 (17) 

 
*Note: From one catch certificate more than one Re-export declaration can be created, so in 
table above first number is re-export transactions, but second in ()  is quantity of 
catch certificates. 

 
4.13. Does your country monitor if the catches for which your country has validated a re-export 

certificate actually leave the EU?  
 

  Yes    No 

  Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of re-export certificates in 2022-2023) 

If yes, please provide details: 

*Note: All Customs procedures (not catches under validated re-export certificate) are 
monitored under the Customs Framework. 

 

4.14. Has your country established any IT tools to monitor the catch certificates and processing 
statements accompanying imports?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, does it include a module for re-exportation of imported catches? 

 
28 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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  Yes    No 

4.15. Does your country implement the provisions regarding transit under Article 19(2) at the point of 
entry or the place of destination?  

  At the point of entry   At the place of destination  

 Not implemented because no consignments were placed under transit procedure as laid down 
in Article 19(2) 
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5.2. Have you validated catch certificates for exportation in 2022-2023 in accordance with Article 15?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many catch certificates did you validate from 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2023? 
Please provide details per requesting third country/country of destination in the following table: 

Destination 
State30, 31 

Year 

2022* 2023* 

Anguilla 3 0 

Australia 1 3 

Belarus 2 0 

Benin 1 0 

Ghana 76 24 

Great Britain 75 155 

Iceland 3 7 

Israel 0 2 

Japan 3 1 

Moldova 1 3 

Norway 4 0 

Panama 2 0 

Republic of 
Korea 

0 1 

Serbia 3 2 

South Africa 1 0 

Ukraine 224 334 

United States of 
America 

1 10 

Total 400 542 

*Note: In the 5.2. table only third countries are mentioned. Latvia validated catch certificates 
also for the products export to the EU countries. Many of operators request such a catch 
certificate for the exportation catches to the EU countries. There are various reasons for that, 
for example: entering the new markets. As well there were situations, when catch certificates 
were validated for exportation to the EU (Poland, Portugal, France etc.) with subsequent 
exports to third countries. Considering mentioned the total amount of catch certificates 
validated in 2022  520, in 2023- 855. 
 

 
30 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
31 It is recommended that the validation of a catch certificate for exportation takes place when the country of 
destination is known. 
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processed fish), non-manipulation documents etc., and also deadline of submission of 
documents. Then each certificate is checked for compliance with third country notification in 
CIRCABC  whether correct certificate template is used, if stamps and signatures (if provided) 
match and also if all other information in certificate is filled in. Then, if we have information 
of third country IT system, certificate has been checked in it. Of course, also third country status 
is checked if country is not listed as non-cooperating country. Further we check already specific 
information like fishing vessels information in blacklists and RFMO websites, if dates in 
certificate are consistent (catch, landing/transhipment, exporters and validation dates), then all 
product and quantity information is checked  TARIC codes for product, if landed weight 
corresponds to all other documents. Also, information on transport details is checked if 
container numbers and all other information provided match with other support documents. If 
processing statement is provided then also DG-Sante list for processing plants is checked if 
processing plants name, address and approval number match.  Then information of catch 
certificate is entered into LFICIS system where automated alerts starts to do their job  they 
check if certificate with the following number is not already registered in the database (duplicate 
management), if certificate with this number is not registered in LFICIS as cancelled from third 
country (we make our own list for such certificates when we receive MA notifications). If there 
is processing statement also information of that document is entered into system. One more 
alert in LFICIS is quantity management  check if processing statements do not overshoot 
certificate quantity for each species, and if invoice do not overshoot processing statement or 
certificate quantity for each species.     
 
6.4. Has your country established a procedure for verification of catch certificates for importation in 

accordance with Article 17?  
 
  Yes    No 
 
If yes, please provide relevant instruction manuals/ guidance documents. 

IUU regulation, EFCA guidelines and COM checks and verifications common approach 
documents are used.   

6.5. Do you verify all catch certificates linked to consignments of fishery products intended for 
importation into the EU or do you verify only part of the catch certificates by applying (or not) risk 
management?  
 

 All       Only part by applying risk management 
 Only part without applying risk management  No verifications 

 
6.6. If you apply risk management to verifications (Article 17(3)), do you use Union (Article 31 of 

Commission Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009) or national criteria for identification of risks on which 
verifications shall focus?  

  Union criteria    National criteria 

If you apply Union criteria, please detail the methodology used (and which criteria are used 
always/regularly, often, occasionally, never): ................................... 

 

If you apply national criteria, please detail them and the methodology used36: ................................. 

 
36 Please provide a complete description (not only examples of national criteria and of their use). 
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Flag 
States41 

Number of 
assistance requests 

for verifications 
2022 

Justification 
(please provide a 
brief description) 

Number of 
assistance 

requests for 
verifications 

2023 

Justification  
(please provide a 
brief description) 

with explanation, 
that these 

signatures were 
sent also to COM 

already few months 
ago. Import 

released and after 
few months also 

notification 
appeared in 
CIRCABC. 

Total 1  1  

7.2. How many assistance requests for verifications were not replied to by the other flag States' 
authorities within the deadline provided in Article 17(6) of the IUU Regulation? In these cases, do 
you send a reminder to the authorities of the country in question? Could you please specify when 
the assistance request, despite reminder(s), remained unanswered? What measures have you taken 
in that case (i.e. have you denied the importation)? [Please provide separate data for 2022 and 2023]  

2022 - 0 

2023 - 0 

7.3. Was the quality of the answers provided overall sufficient to satisfy the assistance request? If no, 
please explain why the quality was not sufficient, and the measures you have taken in such case(s).  

Yes. 

7.4. Have you sent assistance requests for verifications to other countries than the flag State? If yes, 
please specify the number, the reasons and the countries concerned, and the quality of the feedback 
provided. 

Third countries - No. 

EU countries: Lithuania  year 2023 - one request concerning REF vessel landing quantities 
from Greenland catch certificate and PNO data. Netherlands  year 2023 - one request 
concerning RU catch certificate verification when landed in Netherlands.    

7.5. If you have been using IT systems developed by third countries allowing for a full or partial 
verification42 of catch certificates, please indicate these countries and the number of verifications 
that were made through their systems (at least approximately)?  

In Latvia we use third countries IT systems 
certificate. Catch certificates have been verified through following IT systems: 

1. Norway  
2. Russia (only in year 2022 until we were banned) 
3. China  

 
42 Please indicate if you use these IT systems already as part of your checks (not verifications) of catch 
certificates. 
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4. Canada 
5. USA 
6. Greenland 
7. India 
8. Ecuador 
9. Great Britain 

For above mentioned countries ALL received catch certificates, which are mentioned in 
point 4.1 of this report, were checked in their IT systems in years 2022.  2023.  
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The text of the fishing rights lease agreement is updated with the reference to the Fisheries 
law, which prescribes that, in accordance with Article 14 of the Fisheries Law to inform the 
State Environmental service regarding the following  if the company owns a fishing vessel 
registered in a third country or if the company owns such parts of a commercial company that 
owns a fishing vessel registered in a third country, as well as to inform on Latvians employed 

r the flag of a third country. This information flow opportunity as 
another additional option for the companies and fishing vessels owners was used. At the same 
time, it is recognized as a serious tool how to manage compliance with the IUU Regulation 
within legally grounded and allowable company operations which are held outside the fishing 
rights allocated from the MoA and managed in the framework of the fishing rights lease 
agreement. Like any civil act, the fishing rights lease agreement also provides sanctions for 
non-compliance, including termination of the agreement, which will lead to the cessation of 
fishing activities for the company.  
 
In additional the Latvian IUU SLO cooperated with the Maritime Administration of Latvia, 
Register of Seamen, which is responsible for Certification of Seafarers in regard with potential 
nationals engagement in the activities on the fishing vessels of Cameroon and Trinidad and 
Tobago after these countries were recognized as non-cooperating countries in 2023. This type 
of initiative 
board third country vessels. 
 

12.2. Have there been any cases of nationals of your country engaging in or supporting IUU fishing, 
including by engagement on board or as operators or beneficial owners of fishing vessels included 
in the EU IUU vessel list?  

Yes      No 

If yes, please provide details: .................................................... 

12.3. Since the last reporting exercise covering the period 2020-2021, has your country taken any action 
with regard to its nationals who have been identified as supporting or engaged in IUU fishing?  

Yes      No 

If yes, please provide details:  

12.4. What measures has your country taken to encourage nationals to notify any information on 
interests in third country fishing vessels (Article 40(1))? 

The Ministry of Agriculture, when concluding a lease agreement for fishing rights with an 
company who owns fishing vessels which operate in the waters of the third countries, provides in 

in or support IUU fishing 
and do their best to deter fishermen working on board fishing vessels from engaging in such 

infringements by chartered vessels or fishermen; and in the event of a change of flag of companies 
fishing vessel, to inform about under which flag the fishing vessel will be registered operated in 
the future. 

12.5. Has your country endeavoured to obtain information on arrangements between nationals and third 
countries allowing reflagging of their fishing vessels in accordance with Article 40(4)?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, please provide details:  
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If yes, please detail separately for each year the number of serious infringements, nature and 
sanctions applied: 

Flag State of 
the fishing 
vessel or 
nationality of 
the operator 
(EU and non-
EU)52 

Serious infringements 
detected in 2022: 

Serious infringements 
detected in 2023: 

Number Nature Sanctions 
applied 

Number Nature Sanctions 
applied 

LV 1 Fishing in 
prohibited 

area 

303010 
EUR fine. 
6 penalty 

points 
applied 

- - - 

LV 1 Fishing in 
prohibited 

area 

61010 
EUR fine. 
6 penalty 

points 
applied 

- - - 

LV 1 Fishing 
activities 
without 

operational 
VMS. 

1000 EUR 
fine. 3 
penalty 
points 
applied 

- -  

LV - -  1 Fishing in 
prohibited 

area 

5000 EUR 
fine. 3 
penalty 
points 
applied 

Total 3 1 

 

13.2. Has your country applied its levels of administrative sanctions in accordance with Article 44?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, please provide details: In practice, SES directly applies Art.44 IUU Regulation which 
prescribes that in case of serious infringements the MS shall impose a maximum sanction of at least five 
times the value of the fishery products obtained by committing the serious infringement.  

In 2020, the Administrative Violations Code was replaced by the Law on Administrative 
Liability, which now regulates the administrative process, leaving the type and level of 
sanctioning for the sectoral legislation, that is, the Fisheries Law in the case of IUU fishing. 
The administrative liability system was reformed, but it did not change the approach to 
sanctioning in terms of substance. 

 On the basis of the Fisheries Law in case of infringement of the rules of fishing in the territorial 
waters, the economic zone waters or in international waters physical persons can be fined from 

 
52 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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30 EUR up to 350 EUR, and legal persons can be fined from 140 EUR up to 4300 EUR. Also 
confiscation of fishing gear and suspension of the fishing license up to one year can be applied. 
In case of repeated violation of fishing regulations during the year, the natural persons can be 
fined from 140 EUR up to 700 EUR and legal persons can be fined from 700 EUR up to 14000 
EUR. Also, confiscation of fishing gear and suspension of the fishing license up to three year 
can be applied. For fishing without authorization, in prohibited place, or with prohibited gear, 
physical persons can be fined from 280 EUR up to 700 EUR and legal persons can be fined 
from 1400 EUR up to 14000 EUR. Also, confiscation of fishing gear and suspension of the 
fishing license up to three year can be applied.  

In 2017 SES has established criteria for determining the serious nature of an infringement. 
These criteria are: amount of undeclared fish (if more than 15 % difference between amount 
recorded in logbook and landed amount), value of undeclared fish (if more than 500 EUR in 
value is taken outside the coastal zone waters and 250 EUR - in coastal waters), difference of 
mesh size grater that 5 mm and if the number of fishing gear used in fishing exceeds permitted 
fishing gear limit more than 20%.  

Sanctions are calculated on the value of the fisheries products obtained by committing a serious 
infringement. Article 16 (6) of the Law on Administrative Liability sets that the maximum 
amount of fine for natural and legal persons in the sanction of administrative penalty prescribed 
by law may be exceeded if the need for a larger fine has been determined in international law 
binding on the Republic of Latvia. This Article allows imposing administrative sanctions 
accordance with Article 44 of IUU regulation.  

Have you used criminal sanctions? If yes, please specify if in addition to or in replacement of 
administrative sanctions: 

 In addition to the legislation providing for administrative liability (based on the Fishery Law 
and Law on Administrative Liability), also criminal liability may apply pursuant to the Criminal 
Law (in particular, Article 110 on Arbitrary Fishing and Acquisition of Aquatic Animals). 
Mentioned Article provides the following criminal sanctions: 

For a person who commits catching or other acquisition of fish or aquatic animals without 
appropriate authorisation, during conservation period, or in restricted areas, or with prohibited 
gear or methods (arbitrary acquisition) if substantial harm has been caused thereby, the 
applicable punishment is the deprivation of liberty for a period of up to two years or temporary 
deprivation of liberty, or probationary supervision, or community service, or fine. 

For the criminal offence provided for in Paragraph two of this Section, if it has been committed 
by a group of persons according to a prior agreement or in a specially protected nature territory, 
the applicable punishment is the deprivation of liberty for a period of up to three years or 
temporary deprivation of liberty, or probationary supervision, or community service, or fine. 

 For a person who commits arbitrary acquisition of fish or aquatic animals by using electrical 
currents, explosive substances, poisonous substances or other generally dangerous means or 
methods, the applicable punishment is the deprivation of liberty for a period of up to four years 
or temporary deprivation of liberty, or probationary supervision, or community service, or fine. 

The main criteria for application of the Criminal Law is - if substantial harm has been caused 
thereby. Liability for a criminal offence provided for in the Criminal Law causing substantial 
harm shall apply if due to the criminal offence any of the following consequences have set in: 
1) property loss has been suffered which at the time of committing the criminal offence has not 
been less than the total of five minimum monthly wages specified in the Republic of Latvia at 
that time, and also other interests protected by law have been threatened; 2) property loss has 








