m Ref. Ares(2024)7357333 - 16/10/2024

QUESTIONNAIRE to be used for biennial reporting

on the application of the IUU Regulation

Reporting period 2022-2023 (deadline for submission 30 April 2024)

Member State:

Malta

Organisation:

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal Rights

Date:

17/05/2024

Name, position and
contact details of
responsible official:

May the Commission provide a copy of this questionnaire to other Member States?

Yes:

X

Yes except for
questions (list):

No:

May the Commission provide a copy of this questionnaire to the European Fisheries Control
Agency for a horizontal assessment'?

Yes:

X

Yes except for
questions (list):

No:

Please check if your notified authorities under the IUU Regulation (Articles 15(2), 17(8) and 21(3))
correspond with the latest version of the Official Journal:

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52022XC0408%2802%29&qid=1701963740421

If not, please provide the updated notification to DG MARE through the Functional mailbox:

MARE-NOTIFICATIONS-TUU-1005-2008 @ec.europa.eu

Please state your notified authorities under the IUU Regulation in accordance with Article 39(4)

(nationals):

MT Reply:

! This assessment is for internal use of the Commission. EFCA will present to Member States a summary of this
assessment in the EFCA’s Plenary and Steering Group meeting.



Section 1. Information on legal framework?

Since the last reporting exercise covering the period 2020-2021, has your country adopted/modified

national law or any administrative guides for the application of any of the provisions of Council

Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 on illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (TUU Regulation)?
[OYes X No

Ifyes, please detail and provide copies or provide link to the official national database.

| Section 2. Information on administrative organisation®

2.1.Please provide information on your administrative organisation for the implementation of Council
Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 on illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU Regulation), in
particular as regards:
- port inspections (Chapter II);
- catch certification scheme (Chapter III);
- nationals (Chapter VIII).

When providing the above requested information, please specify if different authorities/services
are involved in the implementation of the IUU Regulation for:

e the control of the access and use of ports, including for landings and transhipments, of third
country fishing vessels in accordance with Chapter II of the IUU Regulation;

e checks and verifications of catch certificates for fishery products arriving on board of third
country fishing vessels at designated ports;

e checks and verifications of catch certificates for imports of consignment with fishery prodiucts
arriving by other means than fishing vessels (e.g. by containers, planes, trucks);
validation of catch certificates for exports;
validation and verifications of re-exports.

In addition (if different authorities/services are involved), please explain and describe:
a) vertical co-operation (between local/vegional authorities and their headquarters/central

authorities),

b) horizontal co-operation between different authorities and allocation of tasks for various
authorities in the implementation of the IUU Regulation (Fisheries, Health, Customs, Coast
Guard, Navy, efc.).

If written agreements on cooperation between different authorities/services have been concluded,
please provide copies.

When providing the above requested information, if there were any changes in the administrative
organisation since the previous reporting period (2020-2021), please underline those changes.

MT Reply:
a) No vertical cooperation as the TUU office is a single liaison office and there are no other
authorities apart from those mentioned before.

b) Fisheries, Health, Customs

2 This section 1 is to be filled-in by all Member States i.e. coastal and landlocked Member States.
3 This section 2 is to be filled-in by all Member States i.e. coastal and landlocked Member States.



2.2. How many officials are involved in the implementation of the catch certification scheme?

Please specify the number of officials expressed in Full Time Equivalent (FTE); please specify which
authority they belong to:

e for checks and verifications in accordance with Articles 16 and 17 of the IUU Regulation;

e for validation of catch certificates for exports and of re-export certificates in accordance with
Articles 15(2) and 21(3) of the IUU Regulation.

MT Reply: Five officers are trained to implement the catch certification scheme for both checks,
verification and validations:

a)
b)
<)
d)
e)

2.3.Does your country have freezones/freeports* in which activities relevant to
importation/exportation/processing of fishery products are authorised?

X Yes O No

If yes, please provide a list of such zones/ports.
MT Reply: Marsaxlokk Freeport

Section 3. Information on access to ports, !ncluding for landings and transhipments of
fishery products, by third country fishing vessels® (and information on related port inspections
and confirmed infringements)®

3.1.Does your country have designated ports for access to port services or landings or transhipment of
fishery products by third country fishing vessels (Article 5 of the IUU Regulation’)?

X Yes 0 No

If yes, please check if your list of designated ports in accordance with Article 5(3) corresponds to
the latest version of the Office Journal:

If not, please provide the updated notification to DG MARE through the Functional mailbox:
MARE-NOTIFICATIONS-TUU-1005-2008@ec.europa.eu

4 https://ec.europa.ew/taxation_customs/business/customs-procedures/what-is-importation/free-zones_en

3 Fishing vessels as defined in article 2(5) of the TUU Regulation.

6 This section 3 refers to Chapter II (Articles 4 to 11) of the TUU Regulation and is applicable to coastal Member
States. Landlocked Member States should not fill in this section.

7 Please note that ports designated under Regional Fisheries Management Organisations must also be designated
under the TUU Regulation with restrictions if necessary (species, etc.).




3.2.In years 2022 and 2023 respectively, how many times have third country fishing vessels been
granted authorisation to access designated ports in your country only for
repair/maintenance/supply?®

MT Reply: 2022 - 54 2023 - 85

3.3.How many landings and transhipments in designated ports by third country fishing vessels have
been recorded by your country between 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? How many
inspections did your country carry out and how many infringements have been detected?

Please fill-in the table below (2022):

Inspections of third country fishing vessels in Member States ports (2022)

Flag of the third country vessel(s)""!
Type of | yessels | Figures (2022)
operation g Example:| FSI | FS2 | FS3 | FS4 Total
1S |(rur)| L) | pan) | (tun)
. Number of landings 100 0 3 4 1 8
Third Number of
2, country |, - t. 10 1 9 20 3 33
-5 vessels :;Spf? LOn0S —
S [usingMS |0, BOPECHONS 10% | 0% | 33% | 20% | 33% 24%
- designated 1311 1Egs -
ports [ NUMDEr O 3 0 3 0 2 5
infringements
Number of
- . transhipments in 2 0 1 1 0 2
u
S. vessels Ii\rlll;n:z:firo(r)lg 0 0 1 1 0 2
Z using MS % (E)f inspections /
& |designated| O 1P 0 0% | 100% | 100% | 0% 100%
= ports transhipments
Number of 0o | o 0 0 0 0
infringements

81t is reminded that provisions of Chapter II apply to third country fishing vessels aiming to access EU ports for
port services, even in cases where they do not carry fishery products on board and therefore no landing or
transhipment operation is foreseen. Third country fishing vessels shall only access ports designated in
accordance with Article 5.

[LIISO Alpha-2 country codes.




Please fill-in the table below (2023):

Inspections of third country fishing vessels in Member States ports (2023)

Type of Flag of the third country vessel(s)?!
operation | Vessels | Figures(2023) Ip o le [ Fs1 | Fs2 | Fs3 | Fs4 Total
IS (LBY)| (PAN) | (TUN) | (TUR)
Number of
Third |landings oo | o] 3 0 0 3
§° country Ngmbe;‘ of 10 4 19 4 3 30
= vessels |1inspections
£ using MS | % of inspections /
= 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0,
3 designated | landings 10% 0% 16% 0% 0% 10%
rt -
ports | Number of 3 1 0 1 1 3
infringements
Number of
transhipments in 2 2 2
2 Third P 0 0 0
S country Lorty
E. vessels Ellsunetft:ilo?li 2 0 2 0 0 2
z using MS % gf inspections /
Z designated | ° " " P 100% 0% | 100% 0% 0% 100%
= transhipments
= ports Number of
- umber o 0 0 0 0 0 0
infringements

3.4.From the figures above, in the cases where your country detected infringements concerning third
country fishing vessels, please specify for each infringement the flag, the vessel’s name, the type of
infringement and the measures taken / sanction imposed (Article 11 of the TUU Regulation).

Please fill-in the table below (2022):

Flag of the Name of the third Type of infringements Measures taken
third country country vessel
vessel ]

FS1 (ALB) No 72 hours pre- | Administrative fine in
notification progress.

FS2 (ALB) No 72 hours pre- | N/A
notification. BFT caging
video not  onboard,
position of BFT catch and
transfer.

FS3 (ALB) No 72 hours pre-| N/A
notification

FS7 (TUN) Mesh size undersized N/A

FS8 (TUN) Vessel found in 25nm | Administrative fine in
Zone progress.

21 ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
Bl ISO Alpha-2 country codes.




Please fill-in the table below (2023):

Flag of the Name of the third Type of infringements Measures taken
third country country vessel
vessell*]

FS1 (LBY) Vessel did not have on | N/A
board a proper pilot
ladder.

FS2 (TUN) Fisherman used illegal | N/A
gear and had no fishing
logbook onboard.

FS3 (TUR) Navigational logbook not | N/A
completed.

Please provide:

- the quantities of fish landed by third countries’ fishing vessels in your designated ports in 2022
and 2023, respectively (by species and flag of the catching vessels);

- the quantities of fish transhipped from third countries’ fishing donor vessels (to third countries
or EU fishing receiving vessels) in your designated ports in 2022 and 2023, respectively (by

species and flag of

the vessels):

Please fill-in the table below (landings):

Species 2: VMA (24)

Landings in 2022 Landings in 2023
Flag of the third Landed quantities by Flag of the third Landed quantities by
country vessel that species!S] country vessel that species'*
caught the fish!®! (Weight in tonnes) caught the fish!” (Weight in tonnes)
FS1 (PAN) Species 1: HER (3310) | FS1 (PAN) Species 1: HER (1317)
FS2 (PAN) Species 1: HER (1943) | FS2 (PAN) Species 1: MAC (2038)

M ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
BIISO Alpha-2 country codes.

6] Please use the FAO Alpha-3 codes (ASFIS).

71 1SO Alpha-2 country codes.




Please fill-in the table below (transhipments):

Transhipments in 2022 Transhipments in 2023

Transhipped
quantities by species'*
(Weight in tonnes)

Transhipped
quantities by species'*
(Weight in tonnes)

Flag of the third
country vessel®l

Flag of the third
country vessel®!

FS1 (PAN) Species 1: HER (3310) | FSI (PAN) Species 1: HER (1317)

FS2 (TUN) Species 1: BFT (115) | FS2 (PAN) Species 1: MAC (2038)

3.5.Has your country recorded any case of non-compliance by third country fishing vessels with the
provisions of Articles 6 (prior notice) and 7 (authorisation) of the [IUU Regulation?

U Yes No

If yes, please detail the nature of the infringement and the measures taken / sanctions applied:
In2022: ..o

In2023: ..o

3.6. Since January 2022, has your country denied access to its ports to a fishing vessel for port services,
landing or transhipment of fishery products based on the conditions of the IUU Regulation?

[ Yes No

If yes, please describe the case for each vessel concerned (please include the flag of the vessel and
its name) and detail the reasons for the denial:

In2022: ...
In2023: ...l

3.7.Do you have cases of third country fishing vessels landing in your ports with the landed products
destined to another Member State? [Article 19(3) of the IUU Regulation]

[ Yes X No

If yes, please indicate the number of landings meant for transit:
In2022: .o

In2023: ..o

3.8.In order to identify the vessels to be subject to port inspection, do you use risk assessment criteria
[cf. benchmarks for port inspections, Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009]?

] Yes X No

[B1ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
BIISO Alpha-2 country codes.



[ Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of landings/transhipments firom third countries)

If yes, please detail, in order to reach the objective of at least 5% of landing and transhipment
operations as set in Article 9(1) of the IUU Regulation, which benchmarks you use and rank them:

Section 4. Information on catch certification scheme for importation®

4.1.How many catch certificates'® from non-EU countries were submitted to the authorities of your
country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? Please complete the following table by flag
State validating the catch certificates, including cases where catch certificates are accompanied by
processing statements.!! Please only provide information on catch certificates accompanying the
consignments to be imported in your country; for consignments meant for transit to another Member
State (Article 19(1) of the ITUU Regulation), please see the question 4.7. of this questionnaire. -

- The simplified Catch Certificates are considered part of the Annex 2. thus table 1
“Annex II catch certificate” also includes the simplified catch certificates

F_U)UE—I“‘Q?—(—MC 1on- | 5922 2023
Annex II catch Simplified catch Annex II catch Simplified catch
certificate[2] certificate[3] certificate” certificate”
China 11 0 52 0
Senegal 0 20 0 36
Ecuador 16 0 21 0
Faroe Islands 2 0 0
India 1 0 0
Indonesia 5 0 20 0
Kenya 3 0 2 0
Korea Republic | 3 0 47 0
Canada 1 0 1 0
Greenland 2 0 6 0
Mauritania 8 0 0
Iceland 58 0 73 0
Indonesia 5 0 0 0
Maldives 3 0 0 0

? Section to be filled-in by all Member States.

10 please provide only the number of catch certificates i.e. not the number of all transactions
(imports/declarations) where the same certificates have ben (re)used.

11 1f catch certificates are submitted only for transhipment purposes, please specify.



Mauritius 6 0 18 0
Morocco 117 0 174 0
Nicaragua 1 0 2 0
Norway 29 0 64 0
Panama 1 0 1 0
Peru 1 0 0 0
Philippines 40 0 12 0
Russia 70 0 231 0
Seychelles 20 0 10 0
South Africa 1 0 0
Sweden 1 0 0
Taiwan 13 0 18 0
Turkey 1 0 1 0
UK 14 0 27 0
US4 7 0 10 0
Vietnam 0 10 0
Chile 0 1 0
pe s o o | o
Total 442 20 812 36

4.2. From the number above, how many recognised REMO catch certificates (Annex V to Commission
Regulation 1010/2009) accompanied consignments destined to your country? Please detail per

RFMO certificate and year.

RFMO document 2022 2023
ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 0 0
tuna catch document
Dissostichus spp. 0 0
(CCAMLR)
CCSBT CDS 0 0
Total 0 0

4.3. How many catch certificates from EU Member States (including from your country) were presented
to the authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023?

Flag State (EU) 2022 .
France 1 6
Spain 23 24
Netherlands ! !
Italy 0 !
Total 35 32




4.4. From the number above, how many recognised REMO catch certificates from EU Member States
accompanied imports into your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year.

RFMO document

2022

2023

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin
tuna catch document

Dissostichus spp.
(CCAMLR)

CCSBT CDS

Total

4.5.How many processing statements (Article 14(2) — Annex IV) were submitted to the authorities of

your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? Please provide details per year and per

processing country.

Processing non-EU 2022 2023
State'?

Ecuador 17 14
Mauritius 72 20
Philippines 18
Seychelles 4 13
Thailand 4 1
Turkey 5 1
UK 204 517
Vietnam 0 49
Denmark 3 0
Korea 10 0
Norway 1 0
Panama 1 0
Total 323 633

4.6.How many single transport documents referred to in Article 14(1)(b)(i) were submitted to the
authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? Please provide details
per year and by third country concerned.

Non-EU State
concerned'’ — single
transport document

2022

2023

S

52

2SO Alpha-2 country codes.

13 Country through which fishery products went when transported from the territory of the flag State and before

arriving to your country.

10




Non-EU State 2022 2023

concerned'’ — single
transport document

Sx

Total

MT Reply: Data not available

4.7.How many documents referred to in Article 14(1)(b)(ii) (the so-called non-manipulation
declarations) were submitted to the authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31
December 2023? Please provide details per year and per country that issued such a document.

Non-EU State issuing 2022 2023

a document in line
with Article 14.1.b.ii'*

S1

S2

Sx

Total

MT Reply: No non-manipulation certificates were submitted.

4.8.Please indicate if you retain and record the information contained in processing statements (Article
14.2 — Annex IV) referring to the corresponding catch certificates (quantity management):

Yes O No

U Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of processing statements received from non-EU countries in
2022-2023)

4.9.Do you have cases where third country fishery products arriving to your country (entry point) were
destined to another Member State? [Article 19(1) of the [UU Regulation]

O Yes No
If yes, please indicate the number consignments meant for transit:
In2022: .coiiiiininane,

In2023: .......oiiinin

4.10.  Has your country received requests to authorise APEOs'? in 2022-2023?

[ Yes No

141SO Alpha-2 country codes.
15 Approved Economic Operators — IUU Regulation, Article 16 and Implementing Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009,

Chapter IT
11



If yes, how many requests has your country received and how many APEOs have been authorised?

4.11. Has your country adopted administrative rules referring to the management and control of
APEOs in 2022-2023?

L] Yes No
U Not applicable (e.g. absence of APEO request)

If yes, please provide details:

4.12. Has your country validated re-export certificates for products imported from 1 January 2022
until 31 December 20237

[ Yes X No

If yes, how many re-export certificates? Please detail per year and, if possible, per destination
country:

Destination 2022 2023

country (non-
EU)16

Third Country 1

Third Country 2

Third Country x

Total

4.13.  Does your country monitor if the catches for which your country has validated a re-export
certificate actually leave the EU?

U] Yes ] No
Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of re-export certificates in 2022-2023)

If yes, please provide details:

4.14. Has your country established any IT tools to monitor the catch certificates and processing
statements accompanying imports?

Yes O No
If yes, does it include a module for re-exportation of imported catches?

Yes O No

16 1SO Alpha-2 country codes.
12



4.15. Does your country implement the provisions regarding transit under Article 19(2) at the point of
entry or the place of destination?

At the point of entry U1 At the place of destination

U1 Not implemented because no consignments were placed under transit procedure as laid down
in Article 19(2)

13



Section 5. Information on catch certification scheme for exportation'’

5.1.Have you established a procedure for validation of catch certificates for exportation of catches from
own vessels in accordance with Article 15?

] Yes [0 No

Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of catch certificates for exportation in 2022-
2023)

If yes, please explain briefly the established procedure and answer questions 5.2 to 5.5.

5.2.Have you validated catch certificates for exportation in 2022-2023 in accordance with Article 15?
] Yes X No

If yes, how many catch certificates did you validate from 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2023?
Please provide details per requesting third country/country of destination in the following table:

Year
Destination

State'® 1 2022 2023

Third Country 1

Third Country 2

Third Country x

Total

5.3. Have you established any IT tool to monitor the catch certificates you have validated for fish caught
by your own vessels?

[ Yes X No

5.4.Do you monitor that the catches for which you have validated catch certificates actually leave the
EU?

O Yes O No

X Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of catch certificates for exportation in 2022-
2023)

5.5.Has your country refused the validation of a catch certificate between 1 January 2022 and 31
December 2023?

O Yes O No

17 Section to be filled-in by flag Member States.

18 SO Alpha-2 country codes.

191t is recommended that the validation of a catch certificate for exportation takes place when the country of
destination is known.

14



Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of request for validation of catch certificates for exportation
in 2022-2023)

If yes, please provide details on:

Number (per year): 11in 2022 and 1 in 2023

Reason: Deadline in line with IUU regulation had passed the 30 days plus 15 days appeal period
Follow-up: Items had been seized and confiscated, UK imports were placed on high risk, with every
consignment requiring inspection at warehouse/customs. UK imports since then have improved

significantly.

Section 6. Information on checks and verifications of catch certificates and related
documents according to Articles 16(1) and 17(1)-(5) of IUU Regulation®®

Please note points 6.1 to 6.3 in this Section refer to checks of catch certificates in accordance with
Article 16(1) whereas points 6.4 to 6.11 refer to verifications of catch certificates in accordance with
Article 17.

The clear separation between checks and verifications in this Section thus reflects the provisions of the

mentioned Articles of the IUU Regulation.

It is therefore important to provide the requested information in line with this separation.

6.1. Has your country established a procedure for checks of catch certificates in accordance with Article
16(1)?

Yes O No

If yes, please provide relevant instruction manuals/ guidance documents. Kindly refer to the
attached SOP.

6.2. Do you check all catch certificates in light of the information provided in the notifications received
from the flag States in accordance with Article 20 (i.e. (i) if all required data are provided in a catch
certificate and (ii) if these data correspond to the notification from the flag State in question®!)?

X Yes O No

If you do not check all catch certificates as indicated above (i.e. for data completeness and
correspondence with information from the flag State notification) and instead you apply risk
management for checks, please provide the following:

- risks identified in 2022 and 2023 on the basis of risk management used to check catch
certificates, and

- number of catch certificates checked:

Please fill-in the table below:

Flag State (EU or

non-EU) 2022 2023

20 Section to be filled-in by all Member States

21 Based on comparison of the information in the catch certificate with the information provided in the flag State
notification available to Member States authorities on the Commission website (in CIRCABC database).

22 ISO Alpha-2 country codes.

15



Overall number Number of Overall number Number of
of catch catch of catch catch
certificates certificates certificates certificates
received checked received checked
Country 1
Country 2
Country x
Total

6.3. What exactly do you check in catch certificates in accordance with Article 16(1)? Please describe
the precise scope and the procedure used in detail*:
MT Reply: Checks include:
Pre notification received
Flag state cooperation
RFMO Authorisation (if applicable)
Combined IUU vessel list
Dates
o Catch dates
o Validation dates & stamps
o Date chronology

o  Weights Document and/or physical checks (calculations to establish the fish product are
made)
e Species Document and/or physical checks
e Additional checks
o Names, Signatures, and stamps of Flag State Authorities are checked with
circabc.europa.cu data base.

6.4.Has your country established a procedure for verification of catch certificates for importation in
accordance with Article 17?

Yes O No

If yes, please provide relevant instruction manuals/ guidance documents.

MT Reply: In line with the IUU Catch Certification Scheme from the DG Mare Website (June 2022
Version)

6.5.Do you verify all catch certificates linked to consignments of fishery products intended for
importation into the EU or do you verify only part of the catch certificates by applying (or not) risk
management?

All U1 Only part by applying risk management
Ul Only part without applying risk management [ No verifications

2 Please provide a complete description (not only examples of what and how is checked).

16



6.6.If you apply risk management to verifications (Article 17(3)). do you use Union (Article 31 of
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009) or national criteria for identification of risks on which
verifications shall focus?

O Union criteria X National criteria

If you apply Union criteria, please detail the methodology used (and which criteria are used
always/regularly, often, occasionally, never): ............cccccoeeveeeenenee.

If you apply national criteria, please detail them and the methodology used?*:
MT Reply: 100% checks

6.7.1f you apply risk management to verifications, please provide information on the risks identified in
2022 and 2023 respectively (Article 32 of Commission Regulation (EC) 1010/2009) on the basis of
the criteria used. Please also provide information on whether all consignments identified as risky
have been covered by verifications. If this is not the case, please specify the percentage of
consignments identified as risky that have been covered by verifications and the reasons of such
situation.

MT Reply: As 100% checks apply on verifications, no risk management is in place by now.
6.8.If you do not apply risk management to verifications, please describe the procedure used®:

MT Reply: 100% of catch certificates related to the importation of goods into the EU are verified, thus
no risk management is required. We utilise checklists in accordance with the TUU Certificate Scheme
on the common approach to Checks and Validation, to confirm that all verifications are in place.
Targeted inspections are carried out on 100% of fresh fish imports, as well as any consignments that are
considered as high risk based on previous seizures, such as the UK, as noted above.

6.9. How many catch certificates have been verified by your administration from 1 January 2022 until
31 December 2023? Please specify, separately for each year:

Flag State (EU or 2022 2023
non-EU)*
Overall number Number of Overall number Number of
of catch catch of catch catch
certificates certificates certificates certificates
received verified received verified
Canada 1 1 1 1
Chile 0 0 4 4
China 1 1 53 53
Denmark 1 1 0 0
Ecuador 1 1 21 21

24 Please provide a complete description (not only examples of national criteria and of their use).
2 Please provide a complete an accurate description
26 ISO Alpha-2 country codes.

17



Flag State (EU or 2022 2023
non-EU)*
Overall number Number of Overall number Number of
of catch catch of catch catch
certificates certificates certificates certificates
received verified received verified
Faroe Islands 2 2 8 8
France 15 15 6 6
Greenland 2 2 6 6
Iceland 57 57 64 64
India 1 1 1 1
Indonesia 5 5 20 20
Italy 0 0 1 1
Kenya 3 3 2 2
Kerala 0 0 1 1
Korea 3 3 48 48
Maldives 3 3 0 0
Mauritania 8 8 0 0
Mauritius 6 6 18 18
Morocco 117 117 175 175
Netherlands 1 1 1 1
Nicaragua 1 1 2 2
Norway 33 33 65 65
Panama 6 6 1 1
Papua New Guinea 0 0 1 1
Peru 1 1 0 0
Philippines 40 40 12 12
Russia 70 70 233 233
Senegal 21 21 41 41
Seychelles 17 17 10 10

18




Flag State (EU or 2022 2023
non-EU)*
Overall number Number of Overall number Number of
of catch catch of catch catch
certificates certificates certificates certificates
received verified received verified
South Africa 1 1 0 0
Spain 23 23 24 24
Sweden 1 1 0 0
Taiwan 13 13 18 18
Turkey 1 1 1 1
UK 14 14 27 27
USA 7 7 12 12
Vietnam 2 2 10 10
Total 478 478 869 869

6.10. Please reply to the following questions:

a) How many catch certificates have you verified in the context of the application of Article 17(4)?

b) How many catch certificates have you verified on the basis of risk identified in accordance with
Article 17(3)?

¢) How many catch certificates have been verified at random (Article 17(5))?

MT reply: Verifications are carried out for 100% of catch certificates, thus all catch certificates, 869
for 2023 and 478 for 2022, are verified whether they fall under Article 17(4) or not. Therefore, no
certificates are checked at random.

6.11. Does your country also physically examine the consignments in the context of verifications?
Please note that under this point you are asked to provide information on physical examinations
based only on IUU-related grounds.

X Yes J No
If yes, please provide details on:

a) Number of physically examined consignments (per year) and percentage in relation to all
verifications made:
MT Reply:
2022 —10.88%
2023 -9.67%

b) Method of selection of consignments:

MT Reply: Targeted inspections 100% of consignments in relation for highly perishable goods. such
as fresh fishery products, as well as all UK consignments starting from January 2023 and all products
with Russian catch certificates due to applied sanctions in relation to the Ukraine War.

19



Section 7. Assistance requests to third countries® |

7.1. Have you sent assistance requests for verifications under Article 17(6) of the IUU Regulation to flag
States’ authorities in 2022-2023%?

X Yes [J No

If yes, how many assistance requests for verifications? Nofte: please provide separate data for 2022
and 2023:

Number of Justification Number of Justification
assistance requests (Please provide a assistance (Please provide a
for verifications brief description) requests for brief description)
2022 verifications
2023

Flag
States”

1 Expired validation | 0
signature on Catch
Certificate

Ecuador

1 Verification of [0
landed weight on
Catch Certification
due to missing data
within the catch
certificate

Korea

1 No record of fishing | 1 No record of fishing
vessel in IOTC and vessel in IOTC and
WCFPC WCFPC

Indonesia

Total

7.2.How many assistance requests for verifications were not replied to by the other flag States'
authorities within the deadline provided in Article 17(6) of the ITUU Regulation? In these cases, do
you send a reminder to the authorities of the country in question? Could you please specify when
the assistance request, despite reminder(s), remained unanswered? What measures have you taken
in that case (i.e. have you denied the importation)? [Please provide separate data for 2022 and 2023]

MT Reply: No communications made

7.3. Was the quality of the answers provided overall sufficient to satisfy the assistance request? If no,
please explain why the quality was not sufficient, and the measures you have taken in such case(s).

MT Reply: N/A

7.4.Have you sent assistance requests for verifications to other countries than the flag State? If yes.
please specify the number, the reasons and the countries concerned, and the quality of the feedback
provided.

MT Reply: No

27 Section to be filled-in by all Member States
28 Please note that assistance requests for verifications sent to countries other than flag States should be listed

under point 7.4.
2 ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
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7.5.1f you have been using IT systems developed by third countries allowing for a full or partial
verification®® of catch certificates, please indicate these countries and the number of verifications
that were made through their systems (at least approximately)?

MT Reply: We have utilised the IT system of Ecuador, China, USA, Norway and India to determine
the validation of Catch Certificates, as well as using the QR code of UK processing statements to confirm
validity.

30 Please indicate if you use these IT systems already as part of your checks (not verifications) of catch
certificates.
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I Section 8. Information on refusal of importations (Article 18 of the IUU Regulation)*!

8.1. Has your country refused any imports from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? Note: please
only consider refisals based on the IUU Regulation, not for other reasons e.g. Food Safety
legislation, Customs legislation, efc. -

X Yes

0 No

If yes, please provide details in the table below:

Reason for refusal of
importation

2022

2023

Flag State*

Number

Flag State*

Number

Non-submission of a catch
certificate for products to be
imported.

The products intended for
importation are not the same as
those mentioned in the catch
certificate.

The catch certificate is not
validated by the notified public
authority of the flag State.

The catch certificate does not
indicate all the required
information.

The importer is not in a position
to prove that the fishery products
comply with the conditions of
Article 14.1 or 2.

A fishing vessel figuring on the
catch certificate as vessel of
origin of the catches is included
in the EU IUU vessel list or in
the TUU vessel lists referred to in
Article 30.

The catch certificate has been
validated by the authorities of a
flag State identified as a non-
cooperating State in accordance
with Article 31.

Further to the request for
verification (Article 18.2).

8.2.If the answer to point 8.1 is yes, what measures were taken by your authorities in relation to the
consignments refused (Article 18.3)? Please also quote the national legal basis for the measures

taken.

31 Section to be filled-in by all Member States

321SO Alpha-2 country codes.
33 ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
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MT Reply: The refused items were confiscated as per National Law, Chapter 425.

8.3.In case of refusal of importation, did any operator contest the decision of the authorities of your
country?

[ Yes X No
(0 Not applicable (absence of refusals in 2022-2023)

If yes, please provide details: ..............ccevvveinenenennne.

| Section 9. Information on trade flows*!

Please provide information and relevant import figures, based on your statistical data, concerning any
important change of trade patterns in imports of fishery products into your country since the last
reporting period covering 2020-2021:

MT Reply: There were no changes of trade patterns in import of fishery products since the last reporting
period 2020-2021.

| Section 10.  Information on mutual assistances

10.1. Since the last reporting exercise covering the period 2020-2021, how many mutual assistance
messages of the Commission (DG MARE B4) has your country replied to?*®

Please provide separate data for 2022 and 2023 (if any)
2022 MT Reply: 0
2023 MT Reply: 0

From the numbers above, please specify in how many cases you took action and describe the
actions taken.

10.2. Since the last reporting exercise covering the period 2020-2021, has your country sent any mutual
assistance message to the Commission/other Member States?

Please provide separate data for 2022 and 2023 (if any)
2022 MT Reply: data not available

2023 MT Reply: 2

Section 11. Information on cooperation with third countries®’

Apart from assistance requests in the context of verifications of catch certificates and accompanying
documents foreseen under the catch certification scheme (Article 17(6)), has your country had other

3 Section to be filled-in by all Member States

35 Section to be filled-in by all Member States

3 Please provide the number of all replies, regardless of their content i.e. including replies which, for example,
only confirmed that the request was not relevant for your country.

37 Section to be filled-in by all Member States
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exchanges with third countries on issues related to the implementation of the IUU Regulation, such as
follow-up of cases concerning nationals, trade flows, operators, private fishing licencing, re-flagging
operations, investigations of cases of IUU fishing (Article 42) and investigations of criminal activities
associated to IUU fishing?

O Yes X No

If yes, please provide details (please provide separate data for 2022 and 2023, if any).

Section 12. Information on nationals®®

12.1. Since the last reporting exercise covering the period 2020-2021. has your country implemented or
modified existing measures to ensure that your country can take appropriate action with regards to
nationals involved in TUU fishing in accordance with Article 39 of the TUU Regulation?

[0 Yes X No
If yes, please provide details: ............c.ccoeeiiiiiiinnn.n.
12.2. Have there been any cases of nationals of your country engaging in or supporting TUU fishing,

including by engagement on board or as operators or beneficial owners of fishing vessels included
in the EU IUU vessel list?

O Yes X No

If yes, please provide details: ..........cccocereeeeeeeeeeeeee e

12.3. Since the last reporting exercise covering the period 2020-2021, has your country taken any action
with regard to its nationals who have been identified as supporting or engaged in IUU fishing?

O Yes X No

If yes, please provide details: ...........c.cceveiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn..

12.4. What measures has your country taken to encourage nationals to notify any information on
interests in third country fishing vessels (Article 40(1))?

MT Reply: No specific measures are in place, due to a lack of TUU fishing reported in the last few years.

12.5. Has your country endeavoured to obtain information on arrangements between nationals and third
countries allowing reflagging of their fishing vessels in accordance with Article 40(4)?

[ Yes X No
If yes, please provide details: ...........cccoeviuviiininininennnnn..

12.6. Has your country put in place procedures to ensure that nationals do not sell or export any fishing
vessels to operators involved in the operation, management or ownership of fishing vessels

included in the EU TUU vessel list (Article 40(2))?

[ Yes X No

38 Section to be filled-in by all Member States
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If yes, please provide details: ...........ccovviiiiiniiiiiiiiiiinianans.

12.7. Has your country made use of Article 40(3) and removed public aid under national aid regimes or
under EU funds to operators involved in the operation, management or ownership of fishing vessels
included in the EU TUU vessel list?

] Yes X No

If yes, please provide details: ............c.coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinann..

| Section 13. Serious infringements (Chapter IX of the IUU Regulation)*

13.1. Has your country detected serious infringements as defined in Article 42 of the ITUU Regulation
from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023?

] Yes X No

If yes. please detail separately for each year the number of serious infringements, nature and
sanctions applied:

Flag State of the Serious infringements Serious infringements
fishing vessel or detected in 2022: detected in 2023:
nationality of the

operator (EU and | Number | Nature Sanctions | Number Nature Sanctions
non-EU)* applied applied

Country 1

Country 2

Country x

Total

13.2. Has your country applied its levels of administrative sanctions in accordance with Article 44?
[ Yes No
If yes, please provide details: .............ceooeieeiee oo cee e e e

Have you used criminal sanctions? If yes, please specify if in addition to or in replacement of
administrative sanctions: ........NO...... e es vt ceie cer e e e

| Section 14. Sightings (Chapter X of the IUU Regulation)*!

3 Section to be filled-in by all Member States
40ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
41 Section to be filled-in by all Member States
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14.1. Has your country issued sighting reports from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023?

O Yes

X No

If yes. how many sighting reports were issued by your country from 1 January 2022 until 31

December 2023?

Flag State of the
sighted  fishing
vessel (EU and
non-EU)*

Number of sighting reports
issued in 2022

Number of sighting reports
issued in 2023

Country 1

Country 2

Country x

Total

14.2. Since the last reporting exercise covering the period 2020-2021, has your country received any
sighting reports for fishing vessels flying its own flag from other competent authorities?

[ Yes

X No

If yes, please provide details on follow-up (in accordance with Article 50 of the IUU Regulation).

Section 15. General

14.1. During the reporting period 2022-2023, what have been the main difficulties that your country has
encountered in implementing the TUU Regulation, including the catch certification scheme?

MT Reply: N/A

Section 16. Any other comment

42 1SO Alpha-2 country codes.
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